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FOREWORD 


print, the fact nevertheless remains that per- 

haps one of the two or three outstanding im- 
pressions upon the public mind to-day is that law- 
lessness in spirit and in deed is eating at the very 
vitals of our social and national life. Whether 
the connection between this fact and the new theol- 
ogy be apparent or not, there can be no doubt there 
is a connection whether a cause or an effect be- 
tween the social gospel and this social chaos. The 
author has profound convictions that there is a 
close connection as of cause to effect between the 
much exploited social gospel and the current law- 
lessness. Morality which embraces law-abiding in 
all its relations must have its foundation in some 
higher incentive or convictions than those which 
arise out of man himself. Profound belief in the 
reality of the person, the presence, and the power 
of a living and holy God, into whose presence men 
must inevitably come for judgment of their sins 
and Who is in Himself the Author of all law and 
order in the universe, is absolutely necessary to the 
maintenance of personal, social, commercial, and 
political integrity. 


S HOCKING as it may seem expressed in cold 
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Again, all social integrity is ultimately but the 
composite life resultant from the personal integrity 
of those individuals who compose society. It was 
in that conviction that in the fall of 1922, I 
preached a series of Sunday evening sermons on 
the Ten Commandments to congregations which 
regularly overtaxed the capacity of Tremont Tem- 
ple, Boston. The motif running through all of 
these sermons was the evangelistic appeal based 
upon the consciousness of the presence and holiness 
of God. The results were such as to warrant the 
presentation of these sermons to a larger public. 
During the progress of these sermons, approxi- 
mately 150 people publicly, by coming forward 
during an open invitation before the whole audi- 
ence, committed themselves to the exercise of the 
living faith in Christ and the practical holiness of 
life. It would seem that there is, therefore, a new 
opportunity and a new responsibility for the 
preacher to lay emphasis upon law as a basis of 
righteousness and as the foundation of mercy. An 
evangelical gospel must maintain not only the in- 
vitation of mercy but the basis of holiness under- 
lying that invitation. The golden mercy seat, 
within the holiest of holy places, was upon the ark 
of the covenant which contained the two tables of 
the law. That is, mercy was based upon law. So 
Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to 
every one that believeth. In Him, law reaches its 
legitimate fruition of mercy. 


FOREWORD 9 


These sermons are, therefore, presented with the 
earnest wish that they might stimulate a new in- 
terest in the personal relation of men to a holy 
God, out of which flows as a necessary moral 
sequence all the integrities of life and all the hopes 
of immortality. 

J.C. M. 

Tremont TEMPLE, 


Boston, Mass. 
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I 
THE FIRST COMMANDMENT 


“ And God spake all these words, saying, I am Jehovah thy 
God, who brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage. Thou shalt have none other gods before 
me.”—Exopus 20:1-3. 


HE authority and importance of this com- 
mandment inhere in the Person Who ut- 
ters it. The final statement challenges us 

with the fact that it is uttered by a Person—1 am! 
that is, the Living One, self-conscious, self-existent, 
eternal, the essence of whose existence is person- 
ality. Here is not a force setting in motion a train 
of sequence. Here is not original energy inherent 
in all matter. Here is not simply a great first 
cause of all substance. Here is the personal, holy 
God, eternal, immortal, all glorious. It is the in- 
comparable, glorious Person Who spake to Moses 
out of the bush. “ And Moses said unto God, 
When I come unto the children of Israel and shall 
say unto them the God of your fathers hath sent 
me unto you and they shall say unto me, What is 
his name, what shall I say unto them? And God 
said unto Moses 1 am THAT 1 AM: And He said, 
Thus shalt thou say unto the children of Israel 


1 am hath sent me unto you. Thus shalt thou say 
13 
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unto the children of Israel. Jehovah God of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and 
the God of Jacob hath sent me unto you, this is 
my name forever and this is my memorial unto all 
generations.” 

Herein we are face to face with supreme and 
absolute Personality. In Him live all those at- 
tributes, the sum of which comprises being. Here 
speaks personality, embodying power, wisdom, holi- 
ness, presence, communicability and authority. 
That is the glorious being who addresses Himself 
not alone to the government of the universe but to 
the government of men. He gives Himself a Name 
—Jehovah. He makes personality actual. He 
makes His presence real. He visualizes Himself 
to mortal eyes. The Name He chooses by which 
to express Himself to men is not less glorious than 
the Person who wears it. Jehovah carries in itself 
the very essence of the conception of eternity. It 
is a composite word believed to be from three words 
signifying, “He that will be,” “that is,” “ that. 
was.” So the Name of Jehovah as well as the Per- 
son of Jehovah signifies eternity. He fills eternity 
of time as He fills immensity of space. What He 
is commands the reverence, the adoration, the joy- 
ous worship and the ceaseless service of all men. It 
is man’s highest glory that he was created in the 
image of this holy God and it is his highest privi- 
lege to serve Him and hold fellowship with Him. 
“YT am Jehovah thy God!” As Jehovah is the 
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name of the person, God is the designation of the 
office. It signifies royal sovereign, author of all 
things that are. 

To illustrate: We say Washington, the Presi- 
dent. So here God designates Himself Jehovah 
thy God. He is not alone the God of the Jew, but 
the God of all the earth. There is no hint of a 
tribal God; no suggestion of a limitation of His 
eternal Godhead, glory or power. Long ago, when 
He came to communicate with His friend Abra- 
ham concerning the destruction of Sodom, and 
Abraham sought to plead with Him on behalf of 
the doomed city, he challenged God with this: 
“Shall not the Judge of all the earth do right?” 
Later when Joshua leads the chosen people into the 
land he is commanded to take stones out of the bed 
of the Jordan where the feet of the priests bearing 
the ark had stood in order to build therewith 
a memorial column unto Jehovah in Gilgal, “ That 
all the people of the earth may know the hand of 
Jehovah that it is mighty; that they may fear 
Jehovah your God for ever.” We have then the 
stamp of the attributes, the designation of office 
and the glorious Name which altogether sum up 
the highest possible conception and expression of 
Deity in one Person. Would that all mankind 
might be able to answer as did Helen Keller when 
Phillips Brooks undertook to teach her in her blind, 
deaf and dumb isolation of this Holy One, “I 
know Him, but I did not know His Name.” God 
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comes at the beginning of the nation’s life with the 
very same challenge which He uttered through 
Malachi in protest and rebuke, “A son honoureth 
his father and a servant his master. If then lama 
father where is my honour, and if I am a master 
where is my fear, saith Jehovah of Hosts, O priests 
that despise my Name.”—Mal. 1: 6. 

God is the natural object of every instinct of 
reverence and worship. But in addition to that 
fact God commands men to gird up their powers 
and to command their faculties to worship Him. 
Reverence for God is not a matter to be taken for 
granted or to be left for chance impulse, occasion, 
emotion or circumstance. To worship God is man’s 
highest function of being. Well does the shorter 
catechism express it, “ The first duty of man is to 
glorify God and to enjoy Him forever.” The ex- 
ceeding simpleness of sin nowhere appears more 
terrible than in the definition properly defining the 
word ’amatia, “to lose a share in.” This then is 
the meaning of one’s natural response to fellowship 
with God—partnership in the being of God. Sin 
is the falling short of the whole purpose of God in 
one’s being. Man is made for God, even as the in- 
candescent is made for light. There is no other 
purpose for that globe but that the light may shine 
through. You may take a bit of common glass and 
turn into it the richest of colours, the most thor- 
ough ornamentation; stud its rims with diamonds 
and bedeck it with brilliant jewels; set it in plati- 
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num and give it the most lavish expenditure of 
thought and outlay, but if it does not respond to 
the light, if there be no connection between it and 
the light, then it has missed the purpose of its 
being. The incandescent was made for the light. 
Even so was man made for God. As deep answers 
unto deep so normal mankind must respond to God. 
Otherwise man has missed the very purpose of his 
being. The challenge of this first command, “I 
am Jehovah thy God,” conveys all this to thought- 
ful, intelligent, moral mankind. 


THE DELIVERER 

But He who is incomparably glorious in His per- 
son and is to be worshipped for what He is, is none 
the less glorious in His works and is to be wor- 
shipped also for what He does. And so to the 
majesty of His name He adds a reminder of the 
compassion of His character, “I am Jehovah thy 
God that brought thee out of the land of Egypt, 
that delivered thee from bondage.” One might 
fear the majesty, the might, the power, the incom- 
parable excellence and glory of that awful Name. 
But God seeks not the reverence and worship of 
fear. He does not wish the acknowledgment sim- 
ply of human intelligence. He would draw the 
heart of man after His mind and so in the midst 
of the contemplation of His glory He thrusts the 
thought of His compassion. For what He is we 
worship Him! For what He does we love Him! 
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His character of deliverer brings Him wondrously 
close to those who have experienced the mercy of 
His deliverance. He brought Israel out of bond- 
age. That is the character of God—compassion, 
patience, mercy in action. He is to be known most 
perfectly not through His natural attributes but 
through His spiritual ministrations. He can be 
known perfectly in His true character only through 
His relation as Deliverer. This to the Jew first. 
His miracles of merey were always kept before 
them by Psalmists and Prophets. In the highest 
ecstasy of their praise they will be found singing 
“ Surely goodness and mercy follow me all the days 
of my life.” Moses rose to this height of ecstasy 
in singing the praises of a compassionate and lov- 
ing God: 


“For ask now of the days that are past, which were 
before thee, since the day that God created man upon the 
earth, and from the one end of heaven unto the other, 
whether there hath been any such thing as this great thing 
is, or hath been heard like it? Did ever people hear the 
voice of God speaking out of the midst of the fire, as thou 
hast heard and live? Or hath God essayed to go and take 
Him a nation from the midst of another nation, by trials, 
by signs, and by wonders, and by war, and by a mighty 
hand, and by a stretched out arm, and by great terrors, 
according to all that Jehovah your God did for you in Egypt 
before your eyes? Unto you it was showed, that thou 
mightest know that Jehovah he is God: there is none else 
beside him.”—Deut. 4:32-35. 


None the less all others are called upon to wor- 
ship and love Him for His goodness and for His 
merey because in Christ He provides deliverance 
for all men from the bondage of sin. There is for- 
giveness with the Lord that He may be feared. 
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Joseph Cook, at the Parliament of Religions 
during the World’s Fair at Chicago, was led to 
challenge the assembled representatives of the re- 
ligions of the world to find if there were any of 
them who had in his religion aught that could wash 
the stain from Lady Macbeth’s hands as she vainly 
sought to cleanse them in the basin. Enacting the 
whole scene before them he cried out against the 
damned spot that could not be removed! And then 
he appealed to the representatives of the religions 
of the world. Sadly in turn each man shook his 
head denying that he had aught that could help so 
helpless a victim of sin. Then Joseph Cook, rising 
to his greatest height of stature and authority, and 
with kindling eye, declared the gospel of Christ to 
be not simply superior to all others, but supreme 
over all others, for that the gospel provides cleans- 
ing not alone for the hands of Lady Macbeth but 
for her guilty soul as well. 


NO OTHER GODS 

“Thou shalt have no other gods before me.” 
That is, according to the margin of the Revised 
Version, “ Thou shalt have no other gods besides 
me.” There are no other gods, still men make 
themselves gods. The blindness and stupidity of 
their souls lead them to undertake the construction 
of one who in their love and adoration usurps the 
place of the eternal God. What then does God 
mean when He commands His people “ Thou shalt 
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have no other gods besides me”? Interpret it in | 
some other leading passages of Scripture; “ Thou 
shalt’ worship the Lord thy God and Him only shalt 
thou serve.” It is certain that God did not mean 
to lay upon Israel or to lay upon the world a nega- 
tive injunction. The command “ Thou shalt have 
no other gods” necessarily implies or involves the 
command that they should have Him for God. 
Nor shall their recognition of Jehovah be passive. 
Here is the command that they shall gird up their 
faculties, command the allegiance and obedience of 
all their powers, physical and moral, to do hom- 
age and render service to this glorious Person. 
Strength, activities, energies, the exercise of all 
powers are to be given to Him intelligently, de- 
liberately, through the exercise of the moral facul- 
ties of being. Judging by the circumstances under 
which the Master quoted this interpretation of the 
command it is a direct challenge between the ser- 
vice of the true God and the service of the god of 
this world under whom and through whom all other 
gods proceed. 

Again: “ Hear, O Israel, the Lord thy God is 
one God and thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart and with all thy soul and with 
all thy mind, and with all thy strength.”—Mark 
12:29 ff. As the other commands the energy of 
service this commands the energy of affection. To 
paraphrase the statement so that by change of ex- 
pression we might bring the significance of the 
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command more perfectly to mind, we might read 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
affections, with all thy intelligence, with all thy 
passion and with all thy strength.” Here is the 
command with which the Master closes the Sermon 
on the Mount, “Seek ye first the kingdom of God 
and his righteousness.” Put God first! Put Him 
first in thought as did Joseph in the house of Poti- 
phar when enticed by a seductive woman under cir- 
cumstances in which he seemingly had all to gain 
by sin and all to lose by righteousness, he saved 
himself and his situation when he exclaimed, 
“How can I do this great wickedness and sin 
against God?” Oh, that young men everywhere 
might understand the significance of putting God 
first in their thoughts, their desires, their pleas- 
ures, and their purposes, that therein He might 
dominate their circumstances, determine their 
judgments, decide for them their choices and make 
their discriminations. Put God first in desire! 
Thus David wrote of Him, “ As the hart panteth 
for the water brooks so my heart panteth for thee, 
oh God.” That is the right order in time and in 
sequence. Begin the day with Him. Take time 
for His word: for meditation: for the listening for 
His voice and for the setting of one’s affairs before 
Him, for His judgment. Give God His first im- 
portance in all judgments and counsels, in all rea- 
sons for action, in all motives, in all determina- 
tions. 
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MORE THAN BELIEVING 

It can readily be seen that infinitely more than 
believing in God is here commanded. It is not 
enough to believe. The demons believe and shud- 
der. What is commanded here is belief in God 
to the extent of being controlled, of being domi- 
nated by God, to the extent of making Him the 
source and sum of life. Paul speaks of Him to a 
heathen body as One “ In whom we live and move 
and have our being.” With ruthless hands, at 
Athens, the center of Greek culture, he swept aside 
the gods many and the lords many and proclaimed 
with the passion of inspiration, “The unknown 
God ” whom their hearts vainly sought after with- 
out whose knowledge and presence and power they 
could never be satisfied. He alone is God! He 
alone is worthy of the love and the reverence of 
men. He is the satisfaction of all spiritual long- 
ing, the completion of all spiritual experience. 
There is none other! 


THE FIRST COMMANDMENT IN AMERICA 
What about this Commandment in America? 
We have come to a day of great pride in our toler- 
ance of religions and tolerance in religion. Now 
it is a common moral principle that there can only © 
be liberty in action where there is law for action. 
Liberty of worship is never a privilege of right- 
eousness where the law limiting worship to the 
right Person is ignored. Do men worship God as 
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though there were “no other gods besides Him” ? 
One might point out the fact that in America there 
are an almost infinite variety of religions, and even 
a number of synagogues of Satan and altars for 
the worship of Satan. But to come down to the 
level of every-day life. Are there not multitudes 
of men who worship at the shrine of political or 
social preferment? They make their personal 
reputation their supreme concern. They bend the 
knee to every yoke of advantage. They seem to be 
willing to pay any price for personal preferment. 
They would sell their souls for an office. They 
would barter their immortal beings for an honour. 
They make all success a fetish and erect a shrine 
to popularity. The personal ambition to make for 
themselves a name seems all their consideration. 
They suffer from an idolatry of man. It was thus 
that Wolsey struggled and strove while Premier 
of England for favour and to save the office he held 
and the honour he loved. But he saw too late the 
vanity of such an ambition in life and the empti- 
- ness of self-worship, which is its inspiration. Thus 
in his disappointment and disillusionment Shake. 
speare makes him cry out, “ Oh, Cromwell, Crom: 
well, had I but served my God with half the zeal 
I served my king He would not in mine old age 
have left me naked to mine enemies! ” 

The Master said in one of His marvellous illumi- 
nations of heavenly wisdom with which He sought 
to lighten the paths of men, “ You cannot serve 
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God and mammon.” “ No man can serve two mas- 
ters,” and yet the marts of trade in America are 
filled to overflowing with men who give all their 
energies to business, and to putting money first; 
who spend their time between home and office, with 
the most of it in the office rather than in the home. 
They have no place and no thought and no time 
for another interest even though that interest 
should be their first concern in life. The ideal 
business man of the Old Testament was Isaac. 
There is a passage concerning him which demon- 
strates the perfect life of a righteous man in his 
relation to life’s activities and energies. Hear 
this: Isaac, built an altar; he pitched his tent; he 
digged a well. That is, Isaac put God first, his 
home second and his business third. This is the 
right order always and everywhere, but in the mad 
rush of modern commerce, conditions and circum- 
stances; in the mad pursuit of money; in the seram- 
ble for worldly and commercial success, Americans 
are forgetting God and are worshipping at the 
shrine of mammon with an abandon that is little 
short of madness, 

Besides those who worship money there are those 
who love above everything to have a good time. 
They are worshippers of pleasure rather than of 
God. The last word of appreciation from silly 
women for the courtesies of sinful men is often ex- 
pressed in this term, “ You have given me a mighty 
good time.” Thus some sinful men induce silly 
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women with a promise, “ Come with me and I will 
give you a good time.” That good time embraces 
the whole catalog of frivolity, folly, worldliness, 
license of sin, the abandonment to lust and evil de- 
sire in action. 

Paul writes one terrible statement in the third 
chapter of Philippians, “ There are some of whom 
I told you often, and now tell you even weeping, 
that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: 
whose end is perdition, whose god is their belly, 
and whose glory is in their shame.” What a ter- 
rible arraignment of the multitudes who live for 
self-indulgence, who give their strength, their very 
souls, being consumed with their appetites in the 
desire to let appetite reign. There can be little 
doubt that Paul meant the word “belly ” to refer 
to the seat of the organs of appetite not in their 
expression but in connection with their demands. 
Every impulse to food or drink, every natural sex 
impulse perverted, gives way to a new deity com- 
manding a new allegiance, exercising a lordship 
that requires the expenditure of strength in its 
service, fulfilling its desires. Oh, that a new re- 
vival of reverence for the one eternal God might 
sweep over the nation that we might be given the 
opportunity to break down every barrier of sin and 
worldliness, restore the ancient landmarks of faith, 
rebuild the ancient altars in heart and home, and 
recall the nation to sanity of thought, righteousness 


26 THE FIRST COMMANDMENT 


of conduct, reverence in worship and holiness in 
relation to the one true God. 


THE REWARDS OF WORSHIP 

There are no promises uttered in connection 
with this commandment, yet there are exceeding 
great rewards for obedience and unspeakable losses 
for disobedience to it. The rewards of obedience 
to the First Commandment are immeasurably pre- 
cious in that they are found in God Himself. This 
same Jehovah spake to Abram, “I am El Shad- 
dai, walk thou before me and be thou perfect.” El 
Shaddai is the god of sufficiency. In its etymolog- 
ical derivation it may perhaps be translated ‘“ The 
Nourisher.” Shaddai in the Hebrew is “ breast.” 
The word is always used in reference to a woman’s 
breast, which for the babe is the source of life. So 
God is author and source of life. Not only that, 
He is also the source of comfort. When God in- 
troduces Himself to His servants as El Shaddai 
He is therefore offering Himself as the Nourisher, 
the Provider and the Satisfier of men’s souls. 

He had already said to Abram in Gen. 15:1, “I 
am thy Shield and thy exceeding great reward.” 
One can only imagine the comfort of that designa- 
tion of Himself to Abram under the circumstances. 
Abram had attacked and defeated by a sudden at- 
tack the allied kings. He has returned now from 
his soiree. Fear and misgiving and apprehensions 
filled his mind. The tide of battle may turn. His 
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foes may arise against him and may prove too 
strong for him, easily. With difficulties from 
within and fears from without he sits in unspeak- 
able desolation. Then God appears and says, “I 
am thy shield, thy exceeding great reward.” Here 
is compensation for all losses. Here is protection 
from all dangers. 

The Psalmists write of Him as their Buckler, 
Rock, Strong Tower, Fortress, Refuge, Sun, Shield 
and Life. He is ever to His people a Sure Sup- 
port, Rewarder, All Sufficient Defender. He is the 
Counsellor, the Friend, the Mighty God. 

There is in Him Himself every inducement to 
love, to worship, and to serve. Lecky, in his “ His- 
tory of European Morals,” quotes St. Theresa: “I 
would that I could blot out heaven and hell, that I 
might love Him for Himself alone.” No hope of 
reward, no fear of judgment, just God Himself 
filling the whole yearning of life and satisfying 
every faculty of the being. Just to be right with 
God, to have fellowship with Him, to have access 
to the throne of His grace, to be permitted to serve 
Him, to walk before Him in humility and rever- 
ence and love is life’s swmmum bonum—its su- 
preme good. 

The practical question arises again: Can one 
know this God? The ery of despair is within the 
souls of men. Job voiced it long ago, “ Oh, that I 
knew where I might find Him that I might come 
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even to His seat! I would set my cause in order 
before Him.” 

Can God be found? Yes. There is one God, so 
also there is one Mediator between God and man, 
Himself man, Jesus the Christ. “No man know- 
eth the Father save the Son and he ta whom the 
Son will reveal Him.” God can be known, but 
He can be known in only one way. Man can have 
fellowship with Him, the holy God, but only 
through one Mediator. The Master said, “No 
man cometh unto the Father but by Me.” Then 
if we would know God we must know Him in 
Christ. Obedience to the First Commandment can 
be complete only when men have received Him 
Who is the fullness of the Godhead bodily mani- 
fested—who is the express image of His glory— 
who is God manifest in the flesh. For it is in 
Christ that God removes the barrier of sin from 
between Himself and men. It is in Christ that 
God is reconciling the world unto Himself. It is 
in Christ that He breaks down the middle wall of 
partition and sweeps aside every barrier between 
the two. Through Christ He connects the Holy 
Spirit to believers, begetting in them a new nature, 
bringing them into spiritual union with Himself, 
so making them the children of God and establish- 
ing in them obedience to this First Commandment, 
not by the law but by the life within. In Christ 
He fulfills for those who receive Him that won- 
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drous prophecy which declares, “I will be their 
God and they shall be my people.” 

Yet the full significance of this gracious and 
divine promise cannot be realized fully unless an- 
other and an accompanying promise is cherished: 
“T will dwell in them and walk in them. I will 
be their God, and they shall be my people.” 

Let it ever be remembered that upon this basis 
of His presence and sovereignty He reaches and 
utters the logic of this divine imperative: “ Where- 
fore come ye out from among them and be ye sepa- 
rate saith the Lord, and touch no unclean thing; 
and I will receive you, and will be unto you a 
Father, and ye shall be unto me sons and daugh- 
ters, saith the Lord Almighty.” II Cor. 6: 17-18. 
This, then, is the ultimate demand of God to which 
you must now give response. To love God su- 
premely, to approach Him through His own ap- 
pointed Mediator, and to serve Him with an aban- 
don of desire that puts the reins of life’s govern- 
ment into His hands, without any reservation, 


II 
THE SECOND COMMANDMENT 


“Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, nor 
the likeness of any form that is in heaven above, or that is 
im the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth ; 
thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them, nor serve them: 
for I Jehovah thy God am a jealous God, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children, upon the third and 
upon the fourth generation of them that hate me; and show- 
ing loving kindness unto thousands, of them that love me 
and keep my commandments.” —EXoDUS 20:4-6. 

UR first concern in the consideration of 
the Second Commandment is with the 
nature of God. Had we eyes to see and 

ears to understand, we should know that the con- 
versation of the Lord Jesus with the woman at the 
well of Sychar was a complete exposition of the 
content and intent of this commandment. There 
issued between the Master and the woman a discus- 
sion concerning the legalizing tendency of man’s 
worship. Said the woman: “Our fathers wor- 
shipped in this mountain and ye say that in Jeru- 
salem is the place where men ought to worship.” 
To which Jesus made answer: “Woman, believe 
me that the hour cometh when neither in this moun- 
tain nor in Jerusalem shall ye worship the Father 
(that is, exclusively). But the hour cometh, and 


now is, when the true worshippers shall worship 
30 ; 
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the Father in spirit and in truth, for such doth the 
Father seek to be His worshippers. God is spirit 
and God is truth, and they that worship Him must 
worship in spirit and in truth.” No other worship 
is possible. That is, spirit responds to spirit. 
There has to be a communication and intercom- 
munion, God entering into man and man entering 
into God. Worship is communion, It is com- 
munication. It is the outgoing of one personality 
to another personality without mediation. The 
thing cannot be put into words. It might be hinted 
at in a principle of mathematics: in addition 
like can only be added to like. Dollars cannot be 
added to doughnuts nor doughnuts to dollars. So 
in the realm of the spirit, spirit can respond only 
to spirit. Spirit cannot respond to the material. 
Thus it is written “ To be carnally minded is death; 
to be spiritually minded is life and peace.”—Rom. 
8:6. Spiritual things are spiritually discerned. 
They cannot be otherwise discerned. When the 
Lord appears “ We all with unveiled face, behold- 
ing as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are 
changed by the same spirit from glory to glory into 
the same image.”—II Cor. 3:18. Now the glory 
of God is a communicable quality of the divine 
nature. This is the essence of God being com- 
municated, and as man receives the communicated 
nature of God there is a response of his nature to 
God and a transformation of his nature by God in- 
dwelling, until in the process of completion of de- 
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velopment man comes to be of the essence and 
nature of God. Thus it immediately appears that 
if God is to be worshipped at all there must be no 
image between, no intermediary. It is a well- 
known principle of physics that electricity com- 
municates its nature under certain circumstances 
to certain metals, such as steel. That is, when the 
electric current and the steel bar are brought into 
a right relation, the electric current flows into the 
steel bar and the steel bar responds to the electric 
current and is changed from a steel bar to a steel 
bar magnet. But should some other substance 
come between the electric current and the steel bar, 
instantly the power of the steel bar to respond and 
the power of the current to communicate itself are 
stopped. Communication is possible only without 
mediation by a non-conducting intermediary. It 
prevents, prohibits and destroys worship. There is 
no communication between God and man in reality 
while the image is there between the two. 


THE QUESTION OF MEDIATION 

The seriousness of this commandment arises out 
of the fact that the image is proposed as a media- 
tor. In no religion does the purpose of an image 
provide a substitute for God. Rather an effort is 
made to provide a help to reach God. The image 
and the idol are proposed and provided to make wor- 
ship easy. The very virtue, however, that men see 
in the image is its chief sin. It is the mediation 
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which God rejects. That the image or idol has this 
quality or purpose is evident from Aaron’s words 
to Israel when setting up the golden calf: “ This 
is thy God, O Israel, that brought thee up out of 
the land of Egypt (Margin R. V.). And when 
Aaron saw this, he built an altar before it; and 
Aaron made proclamation, and said Tomorrow 
shall be a feast of Jehovah. And they rose up 
early on the morrow, and offered burnt offerings, 
and brought burnt offerings and brought peace of- 
ferings; and the people sat down to eat and to 
drink, and rose up to play.” The golden calf was 
not designed as an object of worship but as the 
image through which God might be more perfectly 
visualized, realized and approached. 

This language, indeed, the sin of Israel under 
Aaron’s guidance as recounted, is repeated almost 
identically in the story of the two calves set up by 
Jeroboam at Bethel and Dan, “ Behold thy gods, 
O Israel, that brought thee up out of the land of 
Egypt. And he set one in Bethel and the other 
put he in Dan. And this thing became a sin; for 
the people came to worship before each of them.” 
(Margin R. V.) Not to worship them but to wor- 
ship before them. In Deut. 4:15, Moses in cau- 
tioning Israel against idolatry particularly re- 
minds them: “Take ye therefore good heed unto 
yourselves; for ye saw no manner of form on the 
day that Jehovah spake unto you in Horeb out of 
the midst of the fire; lest ye corrupt yourselves and 
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make ye a graven image in the form of any figure 
* * * and lest thou lift up thine eyes unto 
heaven, and when thou seest the sun and the moon 
and the’stars, even all the host of heaven, thou be 
drawn away and worship them, and serve them, 
which Jehovah thy God hath divided unto all the 
peoples under the whole heaven.” The making of 
an image for the purpose of worship is an effort 
to make the invisible God visible, to localize God 
the eternal being who fills immensity of time and 
immensity of space. It is a distinct effort to mate- 
rialize the Holy Spirit, to interpret God and make 
Him approachable by means of the works of men’s 
hands. 

Now all this effort, even this desire, is contrary 
to the entire revelation of God concerning Himself. 
God tells me in His Word that I can come to Him 
and that I can get to Him. He seeketh such to 
worship Him as worship Him in spirit and in 
truth. He hears me when I cry unto Him. “ Like 
as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord pitieth 
them that fear Him.” He yearns over mankind 
with a compassionate tenderness. He reveals Him- 
self in the nature of a loving, patient, long-suffer- 
ing father. He will have nothing between Himself 
and men. God is a jealous God. He is jealous of 
sharing His people with anyone or anything. He 
will give up no part of their affections. He will 
yield no territory in their lives to any other sov- 
ereign. He desires all their love. When the Lord 
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Jesus was asked: “ What is the first and greatest 
kind of commandment?” He answered them: 
“Thou shalt love the Lord, thy God, with all thy 
heart, with all thy mind, and with all thy 
strength.” Men who worship, or undertake to wor- 
ship, through images, are guilty of that very 
folly written of in Romans 1: 22-23: “ Professing 
themselves to be wise, they became fools and 
changed the glory of the incorruptible God for the 
likeness of an image of corruptible man, and of 
birds, and four-footed beasts, and creeping things.” 
In the beginning God appointed the souls of men 
to wireless communication. He will have no 
stretching of material wires to enable His voice to 
be heard by man, or man to depend upon other 
voices to be heard by God. The gracious invita- 
tions couched in such marvellous, winsome and ap- 
pealing language in the New Testament are in 
reality ages old. From the beginning God has been 
saying to men: “ Come unto Me all ye that labour 
and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.” 
“Him that cometh to Me, I will in no wise cast 
out.” ‘‘If any man thirst let him come unto Me 
and drink.” “‘ Whosoever will, let him take the 
water of life freely.” ‘Blessed are they that hun- 
ger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be 
filled.” To know God is eternal life. 


THE MEDIATORIAL OFFICE OF CHRIST 
Satan has ever sought to be or to provide a medi- 


36 THE SECOND COMMANDMENT 


ator. The heart and substances of his revolt 
against God in making himself the god of this 
world seems to have been an effort to turn aside 
from worshipping God immediately to worshipping 
God through the mediatorial office of Satan him- 
self. (See Ezek. 28: 11-19.) When he failed to 
obtain universal consent to his mediatorial office in 
his own person, he then sought to provide for God 
more material mediation in the form of idols, 
images and false schemes for aiding the worship 
of dull spirited men and women. 

Now Jesus the Christ is the only Mediator. 
“There is one God and one mediator between God 
and man, Himself man, Christ Jesus, who gave 
Himself a ransom for all, the testimony to be borne 
in its own times.” While Christ is to be mani- 
fested only in the end of the ages and His testi- 
mony is to be borne in its own time, Christ is 
eternally the one mediator between God and man. 
It is on the basis of His vicarious atonement, on 
the ground of the shed blood of the lamb slain be- 
fore times eternal, that men have ever been able 
to approach God since that tragic day when sin 
entered the world and death through sin. In real- 
ity Christ as mediator is God, mediating between 
Himself and man. ‘‘ God was in Christ reconcil- 
ing the world unto Himself, not reckoning unto 
them their trespasses * * * Him who knew 
no sin He made sin on our behalf, that we might 
become the righteousness of God in Him.’’—II Cor. 
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5: 19-21. Christ is God manifest in the flesh. 
That is, God in His mediatorial capacity is self- 
expressed and may not be expressed by any device 
made by man. Christ is the express image of the 
Godhead bodily manifest. He is the effulgence of 
the divine glory, the pressed forth image of God. 

But even so we do not know Christ in the flesh 
any more. There was a time when for a few brief 
years He walked among men and manifested forth 
the glory of the Father, but once, as recorded in the 
sixteenth chapter of John, He said to His wonder- 
ing and sorrowing disciples: “It is expedient for 
you that I go away, for if I go not away the Para- 
clete will not come unto you. But if I go I will 
send him unto you. And he, when he is come, will 
convict the world in respect of sin, and of right- 
eousness, and of judgment; of sin, because they 
believe not on me; of righteousness, because I go 
unto my Father, and ye behold me no more; of 
judgment, because the prince of this world hath 
been judged. I have yet many things to say unto 
you, but ye cannot bear them now. Howbeit when 
He, the Spirit of Truth, is come, He shall guide 
you into all the truth.” Christ, the Mediator Him- 
self, gave way His bodily presence to the ministry 
of that Holy Spirit who enters into and becomes 
the life of the believing worshipper so that that 
marvellous word of II Cor. 6:16 is fulfilled: “I 
will dwell in them and walk in them. I will be 
their God and they shall be my people.” 
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It appears certain from Scripture also that the 
ultimate purpose of the mediatorial work of Christ 
is the abolishment and abandonment of the neces- 
sity of the mediatorial office. For it is written: 
“ His servants shall serve Him and they shall see 
His face and His name shall be on their foreheads. 
And there shall be night no more; and they need 
no light of lamp, neither light of sun, for the Lord 
God shall give them light; and they shall reign for- 
ever and ever.”—Rev. 22: 4-5. 

Furthermore, Christ has come between God and 
man only as our Daysman making reconciliation ; 
on the one hand removing our sins, the one barrier 
between God and us, on the other hand giving us 
a holy and divine nature again that with the bar- 
rier of sin removed and the new nature bestowed, 
we may come directly to the throne of His grace 
and obtain mercy and find help in every hour and 
under every circumstance of need. 


THEY THAT WORSHIP THEM ARE LIKE UNTO THEM 

In addition to the sin of image mediation, there 
are two additional dangers involved in image wor- 
ship. First: By an inevitable tendency of degen- 
eration the image soon ceases to be a medium and 
becomes the object of worship. That seems to be 
the point and purpose of the warning that the 
iniquities of the fathers are visited upon the chil- 
dren to the third and fourth generation. It is the 
set of the soul that decides the goal. The man who 
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makes the image first may never let it become more 
than an image to him. The best or the worst it 
may ever accomplish may be to stimulate emotion, 
to quicken perception, to arouse a material sense 
of the immortal God, but His children will be able 
to hold no such limitations. The whole tendency 
of the thing is material. This is borne out by the 
fact that it required a thousand years to purge the 
heart of Israel from its lust after the golden calf. 
Never until the return from the Babylonian cap- 
tivity did Israel finally abandon this idolatrous 
practice and cease to enthrone images between 
the people and God. There is a fearful warning 
written concerning this tendency in the Jacob’s life 
story: ‘“ Jacob dwelt in the land of his father’s 
sojournings.” They went through the land and 
at the end they dwelt in tents and had no abiding 
city. Both Abraham and Isaac made an excursion 
into Egypt and returned, but there came a time in 
the natural course of events, that Jacob settled in 
Egypt. And he died in Egypt and left his chil- 
dren to three hundred years of slavery there. Thus 
said the prophet Jeremiah: ‘‘ The fathers have 
eaten sour grapes and the children’s teeth are on 
edge.” There are multitudes in America who need 
to give warning, to give heed. Whole families are 
threatened with irreligion by the religious customs, 
affiliations and associations which though they seem 
harmless now, will cost their children even the 
semblance of religious worship. Even if they re 
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tain the form of godliness they will be shorn of 
its power. Our schools and pulpits are accepting 
a philosophy of life and of the universe altogether 
unscientific, and are being forced inevitably thereby 
to a complete negation of the supernatural. These 
things, naturalistic philosophy and supernatural 
philosophy, cannot live in the same home, in the 
same church, or ultimately in the same world. 
Gradually the undertow of this worldliness will 
draw us out beneath the breakers of materialism. 
Gradually the eternal verities will lose their grip 
on mind and conscience. 

But again, there is a reflex influence from the 
image, upon the worshipper. They that worship 
them are like them. There is a singular perversity 
in human thought. There is a singular tendency 
in human nature to adoration of nature. In a 
world torn by war and yearning with inexpressible 
longing for universal peace, some consideration 
should be given to the fact that every so-called civil- 
ized nation has erected upon its banners an em- 
blem of a vicious beast or bird. The eagle, the 
lion, the bear, the dragon. These are they that 
tear and destroy. These are they that represent 
the materialistic philosophy of all modern govern- 
ments. How can nations with such emblems before 
the eyes of their youth, as symbols of the national 
spirit and the national purpose, hope to hold in 
leash the dogs of war? They that make them are 
like unto them. With the image of beasts ever be- 
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fore us to be admired, how can we hope to develop 
any but the brute passions which now dominate the 
international relations of men. 

That is the explanation of the heavy faces of 
idol worshipping pagans. That is the explanation 
of the lust of lands wholly given to Catholic 
dominion where men are robbed of the conscious- 
ness of the immediate presence of God and are 
withdrawn from the judgment of that presence be- 
hind the false security of images, icons or saints— 
falsely so called. There is no moral strength left 
to hold in check the untamed natural appetites of 
degenerated human nature. The life of no man, 
the life of no nation can rise to a higher level than 
the average attained by the flow of human thought 
and desire concerning the object of its worship. 
The images, the icons, the saints, the great feasts, 
the holy mass itself, are idols, degenerating, disin- 
tegrating, demoralizing, damning. They serve in- 
evitably and always as a barrier between the souls 
of men and God. They leave men slaves to super- 
stition, victims of ignorance and helpless prey of 
carnal appetites. The confessional is no better. 
Here both institution and priest come between the 
soul and God. That box should be turned out of 
every church and the confessional itself abolished 
from the earth as the most iniquitous of this mis- 
taken religious institution. A young Catholic led 
to Christ with his sister in one of my services, dis- 
cussing his break with Rome and his membership 
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in my church said to one of my associates in the 
work: “Do you not think it would be well for my 
sister to go to confession? Would not the knowl- 
edge that she has to confess to the priest the sins 
she has committed become a restraint upon her, a 
reason for her not to commit sin?” To which my 
associate said: “ But we think we have something 
better. There is something in our hearts that 
makes us to wish not to sin.” “Oh,” said the 
young Catholic man, “I know what that means. 
It happened to me one morning while the pastor 
was preaching and I have not wanted to sin since.” 
That is exactly what the Second Commandment is 
given to do. When God comes into the soul, and 
the spirit of the man enters into communion with 
God, the barrier of sin has been broken down, the 
power of sin has been cancelled and the dominion 
of sin abolished forever. 

There is a blessed thought for us in the fact that 
Christ, our High Priest, becomes the portion of 
our lives, so that as we behold Him and meditate 
upon the glories of His person, we are transformed 
into His likeness. When He is formed in us the 
hope of glory, He sets in motion certain transform- 
ing processes that will ultimately bring us into His 
presence without shame, and we shall behold Him 
as He is, and be like Him, and in His likeness will 
be satisfied in beholding His form. 

America needs this warning! What is to be the 
religious worship of America? Is it to be the 
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Cross or the Crucifix? Is it to be the Cross or 
the Christ of the Cross? Romans 1:18 ff. presents 
an awful warning from the spirit of God to the 
consciences of men. “ For the wrath of God is 
revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in un- 
righteousness; because that which may be known 
of God is manifest in them; for God manifested it 
unto them. For the invisible things of Him since 
the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
perceived through the things that are made (that 
is by God and so not by man) even His everlast- 
ing power and divinity; because knowing God they 
glorified him not as God, neither gave thanks; but 
became vain in their reasonings and their senseless 
heart was darkened.” 

Have we come to a stage of religious indiffer- 
ence in America where we have substituted our 
rituals for religion? Is not the primary discussion 
and question of interest in our heart Mt. Gerizim 
or Jerusalem? Has not spirituality sunk to so low 
a level that there are in our churches everywhere 
uncounted numbers of men or women who feel they 
can worship God only from one seat in the sanc- 
tuary? Great hosts there are who maintain that 
they can worship God only through one church. 
They may themselves remove from the vicinity, 
settle in new communities, do business there, make 
friendships, establish relationships, rear their fam- 
ilies and still adhere to the delusion that they 
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are serving God by keeping membership in the 
country church from which they came. For the 
most part they are indifferent to all the claims of 
Christ and the church. They little regard the fact 
that if a Christian has influence anywhere, it is in 
the community where he now lives, not where he 
once lived, nor where he may live in future; but 
where he lives now. 

Multitudes are filled with superstition and do 
not know that superstition is idolatry; that any ap- 
peal to luck, any dependence upon spirits, is the 
essence of image worship. There are those who go 
so far in their passionate devotion to material or 
human mediation as to declare that they would not 
find heaven heaven, nor even wish to be there if 
some loved one were missing there, or if they 
should not know their loved ones upon the basis of 
human relationship. They little count that Christ 
is the basis of heavenly joy, the fullness of heaven’s 
realizations. Nothing can come between the soul 
of man and the immediate, conscious sovereignty 
and power of the loving God, without supreme loss. 


THE LAST WORD 
I hold that the First Epistle of John is the last 
scripture written. If that be true, there is a very 
potent significance in the fact that the very last 
word in the last chapter of this last message gives 
this warning: “Guard yourselves from idols.” 
Now an idol is anything which has a larger forma- 
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tive influence in the life of man than has the spirit 
of the living God. 

The setting of this last warning is extremely 
significant. The whole world lieth in the evil 
one. The issue is between God and Satan. God is 
light and life. Unapproachable in holiness, He has 
sent His Son, Jesus the Christ, the Sun of Right- 
eousness, into the world with healing in His wings. 
Man approaching God through Christ may come 
directly to His presence. Men who doubt this can 
find the inevitable glory of divine life and liberty 
flooding their souls by trusting Him now. The 
coming of the Spirit of God brings liberty, and 
they worship with joy and find fellowship with un- 
speakable delight with the great Companion, the 
eternal Father, the living God. The contrast be- 
tween one who knows God through Christ and one 
who knows Him not, is the contrast of the world 
flooded with the light of the sun at noontime on 
the one hand, and on the other a dismal swamp 
into which the sun does not penetrate, and in which 
miasma and death arise from the stagnation there. 
Guard yourselves from idols. Worship God and 
Him only, serve. 

Obedience to this command is neither negative 
nor passive. It demands for its fulfillment, the 
active choice of the will, the active and actual affec- 
tion, of the heart. The hidden Man of the heart 
must be so enthroned within as to be the only in- 
spiration needed, the only mediator known, and the 
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only Lord to whom the knees can ever bow. By 
a definite choice now, to-day, set the Lord before 
you, that upon Him the anchor of your soul may 
take hold. Then there can be no drifting and no 
disobedience, 


III 
THE THIRD COMMANDMENT 


“Thou shalt not take the name of Jehovah thy God in 
vain; for Jehovah will not hold him guiltless that taketh his 
name in vain.” —Exopus 20:7. 


THE HOLY NAME 


a “HE heart of this commandment is two- 

fold: a reverence for the holy person of 

God and a recognition of the presence of 
that holy God. The understanding of this com- 
mandment lies in the comprehension of the fact 
that the Ten Cormmandments are the heart of the 
civil and the moral code of Israel. In Israel, re- 
ligion and government were identified. To accom- 
modate a word known to and used only in the New 
Testament to the religious life of Israel, we should 
say the church and the state were one, so that the 
civil code and the moral code were identified in 
the minds of men. 

It needs to be borne in mind also that God was 
the head of that state. Israel’s government was 
purely theocratic in its character and in its de 
mands. The Third Commandment is a command- 
ment which deals with a relation of the citizens 


of the nation to the head of the nation, and with 
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the relation of the members of the religious order 
to the author of that religion and the head of that 
order. The capital of the nation Israel was the 
Tent of meeting at first and later the Holiest of 
Holy Places. The Book of Exodus closes with the 
statement of this fact: 


“ And Jehovah spake unto Moses, saying, On the first day 
of the first month shalt thou set up the tabernacle of the 
tent of the meeting. And thou shalt put therein the ark of 
the testimony, and thou shalt screen the ark with a veil. 

And thou shalt bring in the table, and set in order the 
things that are to be set in order upon it; and thou shalt 
bring in the candlestick, and light the lamps thereof. 

And thou shalt set the golden altar for incense before the 
ark of the testimony, and put the screen of the door to the 
tabernacle. 

And thou shalt set the altar of burnt offering before the 
door of the tabernacle of the tent of the meeting. 

And thou shalt set the laver between the tent of meeting 
and the altar, and shalt put water therein. 

And thou shalt set up the court round about, and hang up 
the screen of the court. 

And thou shalt take the anointing oil, and anoint the 
tabernacle, and all that is therein, and shalt hallow it, and 
all the furniture thereof: and it shall be holy. 

And thou shalt anoint the altar of the burnt offering, and 
all its vessels, and sanctify the altar: and the altar shall be 
most holy. 

And thou shalt anoint the laver and its base, and sanctify 
it. 
And thou shalt bring Aaron and his sons unto the door of 
the tent of the meeting, and shalt wash them with water. 

And thou shalt put upon Aaron the holy garments, and 
thou shalt anoint him, and sanctify him; that he may min- 
ister unto me in the priest’s office. 

And it came to pass in the first month in the second year, 
on the first day of the month, that the tabernacle was reared 
." * * * a * * * 

Then a cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of 
Jehovah filled the tabernacle. 

And Moses was not able to enter into the tent of meeting, 
because the cloud abode thereon, and the glory of Jehovah 
filled the tabernacle. 
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And when the cloud was taken up from over the taber- 
nacle, the children of Israel went onward through all their 
journeys: 

But if the cloud were not taken up, then they journeyed 
not until the day that it was taken up. 

For the cloud of Jehovah was upon the tabernacle by day, 
and there was fire therein by night, in the sight of all the 
house of Israel, throughout all their journeys.” 


Therefore, as the tent of meeting was the seat 
of government during all the activities of the na- 
tion, God was the Governor whose will determined 
the law of Israel. 

But Israel was a sample nation, designed both 
to illustrate and demonstrate to the world the pres- 
ence, the holiness, and the sovereignty of God in 
the life and the affairs of mankind. As God gov- 
erned Israel, so would He govern all men. As His 
will was the law for Israel, so is His will the ulti- 
mate law for mankind. As irreverence for His 
name was “lese-majesty”’ for Israel, so irrever- 
ence for His name is crime for any man, for all 
mankind. What the Third Commandment requires 
of man, therefore, is the confession of God’s pres- 
ence, the recognition of His personality, and sub- 
jection to His sovereignty. There must be rever- 
ence for His person, recognition of His holiness, 
and submission to His government, for “ God will 
not hold him guiltless who takes His name in 
vain.” 

The phrase “in vain’ 
cance: falsely—frivolously. The two sins aimed 
at are perjury and blasphemy. Lev. 19:12—“And 


’ carries a twofold signifi- 
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ye shall not swear by my name falsely and profane 
the name of thy God. I am Jehovah.” 

What is perjury? Perjury is man’s effort to 
bolster up his lie by invoking the name of God in 
witness. When a man tells a lie and wishes to sup- 
port his lie he swears to it in the name of God, 
thus swearing that he can prove by the All-wise and 
All-truthful One that his statement is true, while 
he himself knows it to be false. He thus under- 
takes to lower the honour and truth of God to the 
level of his own degradation of falsehood. 

Blasphemy, on the other hand, is the same light 
use of the name of God to support man’s unholy 
anger. He would curse his fellow, but he pro- 
nounces God’s condemnation against his brother in 
addition to his own condemnation. So when man 
undertakes to degrade the name of God to the level 
of his violent anger, and makes God a partner in 
his condemnation of his brother, he speaks fool- 
ishly, and with certain moral stupidity, that de- 
grades the Holy Name. It is for this that God 
declares: “JT will not hold him guiltless who tak- 
eth my name in vain.” This was the occasion of 
the first stoning in the wilderness. The death 
penalty was visited because the Egyptian son of 
an Israelitish woman blasphemed the Name and 
cursed. The death penalty was imposed by the ex- 
press and immediate direction of God Himself, 
and rightly. Blasphemy is the forger’s trick of 
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putting God’s name to his worthless check of lies 
or anger. 


TAKING THE HOLY NAME IN VAIN 

Perhaps this is the most widely prevalent sin in 
the world—this use of the holy name falsely and 
frivolously. It is also a sin that undermines the 
very moral foundations of life. It is a moral crime 
which, like the leakage of a battery through a 
grounded wire, destroys spiritual energy, initiative, 
and response. It indicates an attitude of soul to 
God. But sins in outward actions are the result of 
inward relations. This nation needs to be sum- 
moned to stand before this commandment as before 
the bar of God’s judgment. Here we need to re- 
examine and judge ourselves lest we be judged 
without remedy later. It is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God. “God will not 
hold him guiltless who taketh His name in vain.” 

Therefore, we need to put our hearts right, to 
bring ourselves into a right attitude of mind and 
spirit to Him whose Holy Name is the expression 
of Himself—the word with which He clothes His 
character and manifests His glory. 


THE OUTWARD ASPECTS OF THIS SIN PERJURY 
In every dispute, the oath is final for confirma- 
tion. That is to say, the oath is an appeal to God 
as the final Judge and Arbiter between men in 
every matter of contention. Therefore, every oath 
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which men take, whether they swear by heaven or 
by earth, whether they mention the Name that is 
above every name or not, involves God. So fear- 
ful is this sin and so urgent the warning of Divine 
Wisdom against it, that the Lord Jesus once said: 
“ Swear not at all—neither by heaven, for it is the 
throne of God, nor by the earth, for it is His foot- 
stool. Let your yea be yea and your nay, nay, for 
what is more than these is sin.”—Matt. 5: 34-37. 
Yet, what do we do? As Christians, we very 
largely disregard this injunction of the Lord. We 
lightly involve ourselves in every manner of oath. 

Of the more serious ones, there is the oath taken 
upon the giving of testimony in courts of law. 
With hand uplifted, it is a recognition of the pres- 
ence and the reverence due to God to take upon 
our lips the following: “I do solemnly swear to 
tell the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the 
truth, so help me God.” 

Then for the most part men proceed to swear 
according to their fancied interests, or those of 
their friends, and God is dishonoured. Take the 
question of our tax returns. Every income tax 
return must be made in the presence of a notary, 
who before affixing his seal requires an oath on 
your part. Again, the name of God is invoked. 
Also unfaithful men take oaths of office in the 
name of God, pledging their character and His to 
the faithful discharge of the duties, responsibili- 
ties, and privileges pertaining thereto. They 
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pledge themselves in that holy name to hold their 
office as a sacred trust to be administered for the 
benefit of their fellow-men. Then often—far too 
often—straightway every good interest except their 
own personal interest ceases and their administra- 
tion of office degenerates into personal graft. Pub- 
lic office becomes a public scandal. 

I take it as an axiomatic fact that the most re- 
sponsible obligation possible for any man to assume 
is that obligation which he assumes voluntarily— 
that obligation wherein neither his choice nor his 
desire is forced by circumstance. Such, for in- 
stance, as the voluntary vow taken in marriage. 
Every properly administered marriage service 
opens “in the name of God, the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit.” The marriage vows are 
sealed by an appeal to that Holy Name. The mar- 
riage relation is sanctified on a basis of divine ap- 
proval. Therefore, every man or woman who Vio- 
lates in thought, desire, or deed the marriage vow 
or the marriage relation, has blasphemed the Holy 
Name. 

Of course, there is a widespread frivolous irrev- 
erence. Men constantly add to their spoken word 
the asseveration: “TI swear.” No habit could be 
more disastrous. Every man’s simple word should 
be as secure as his bond; for in giving one’s word, 
one pledges his character in support of his speech; 
but in swearing, he undertakes to invoke the name 
of God and pledge the character of God. Some 
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years ago I became acquainted with a group of 
young men who openly admitted on the streets that 
they had perjured themselves upon the witness 
stand in their city. In amazement, they were 
asked why. To which natural inquiry they re- 
sponded that it was necessary for them to swear 
to a lie in order to protect their honour. They had 
pledged their word to the criminal violators of the 
prohibition law, from whom they had bought illicit 
liquor, that they would not reveal their identity. 
When they were put upon the stand and were re- 
quired to tell the truth, they discovered it was 
necessary to tell either the criminal a lie or the 
jury a lie; and so they conceived that they had to 
perjure their souls in an appeal to the name of God 
to support their lie, rather than to lie to the crim- 
inal with whom they had associated themselves in 
the violation of law. Alas, such moral obloquy is 
hardly conceivable! In any event, let it be re 
corded again that Jehovah God declares: “I will 
not hold him guiltless who taketh my name in 
vain.” 


PROFANITY 

Involved in modern profanity is an almost in- 
finite variety of profane expletive. Men avoid the 
actual use of the Name, but employ substitutes— 
purely camouflage—to convey the profane impulse 
of the heart and the profane purpose of the speech. 
Often the only excuse for this profanity lies in the 
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oft-repeated statement: “ Everybody does it.” 
Perhaps that is true. Small children are heard to 
swear on public streets. Girls in college class 
rooms, without thought or seeming shame, degen- 
erate into loosest habits in this respect. In one 
girls’ college two hundred girls confessed to the 
writer that they were in the habit of constantly 
using’ profanity, frequently of the more violent 
sort. In another. co-educational institution of 
higher learning, ranking among the highest in 
America, a girl student recently confessed that the 
most popular girls in the school were those ad- 
dicted to drinking, to smoking, and to profanity, 
and that they were flippant and flagrant in their 
disregard to the warnings of the Third Com- 
mandment. 

Men swear everywhere! Perhaps not more than 
girls do. It is a sad commentary on the present 
social life of this great nation that women folk 
have consented to sink themselves to the level of 
men whose profanity was once a reproach, but who 
now are not only excused but approved by the 
habits and practices of the women for whom they 
have long since lost reverence and whose presence 
has long ceased to be a deterrent to their own un- 
holy violation to the command: ‘ Thou shalt not 
take the name of the Lord, thy God, in vain.” 

Everywhere men swear: in shops, on streets, in 
public conveyances, with never a thought of God, 
never a sense of impropriety. A while ago a man 
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who had sworn lifted his hat and said to me, be 
cause I happened to be a minister: “ Pardon me, 
Sir, I did not know you were present.” I answered 
him with a degree of sternness in my Voice, sup- 
ported with much of indignation in my heart: 
“ You need not apologize to me, His servant, when 
you give no reverence to Him, who is my Master 
and your God.” 

Men swear upon all occasions. They do it just 
for fun. It has degenerated into a common prac- 
tice in hearty and familiar greetings between 
friends. A man loses his collar button and swears 
with impatience. He is in a hurry and overturns 
his own plans and swears at his delays. He comes 
into a dark room at night, finds a misplaced chair 
with the edge of his own shin, and swears. He 
falls into evil associations and soon finds that evil 
communications corrupt good manners, and he has 
drifted into profanity. The impatience at getting 
work done, at being held up in the traffic of 
crowded streets, at the unwillingness of others to 
let him have his way—Oh, a thousand occasions 
arise in which profanity becomes the means by 
which self-expressions seek utterance. 


FOOLS MAKE A MOCK AT SIN 
Profanity is cowardice. Men who swear by that 
Holy Name count on the forbearance of God and 
take advantage of His mercy. No man who swears 
would dare to stand in the cemetery at midnight 
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by a tombstone and use the name of God as he 
dares to do when surrounded by his fellows; when 
t: > broad open light of day relieves him of the 
awful sense of being alone with God. 

Profanity is senseless, Nothing is accomplished 
by it. Other sins may seem to have in them some 
satisfaction. Not so with cursing. There is noth- 
ing left but a sense of futility, of personal degrada- 
tion and of shame for the swearer. 

Profanity is useless. It is not necessary. Busi- 
ness can be conducted; delays can be overcome; 
impressions can be made, forceful expressions can 
be employed altogether apart from the violation of 
the sanctity of the holy name of God. The Welch 
revival demonstrated that profanity is useless. It 
is said that after the Revival the mules in the 
mines had to learn a new language. Their mas- 
ters had been converted. The old irreverence was 
abolished from their hearts. They had come to 
revere that Holy Name. It was no more used in 
profane expletives. It was no more employed to 
bolster up the senseless anger and violent temper 
of fools who mock at sin. 

But, the point is, the mules learned a new lan- 
guage! They came to obey their new masters and 
to render as effective service without the swearing. 
Profanity incurs the wrath of God, for He says: 
“T will not hold him guiltless who taketh my name 
in vain.” 
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HYPOCRISY 

There is another subtle aspect of this sin, and 
that is the pretense of righteousness in the name of 
Christ. Men join the church. They take that 
Holy Name upon themselves. They enter into 
covenant with each other in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, invoking 
Holy Trinity to witness and support their purpose 
of faithfulness, of purity, of love, of co-operation, 
of liberality, of personal efforts to win a lost world 
to Christ, of peace with and love for the brethren. 
Church membership and church covenants become 
the profoundest voluntary obligation which men 
may take upon themselves. American churches are 
filled with men and women who flagrantly and 
frivolously and constantly ignore the obligations of 
their voluntary covenants. In every American city 
of any size, there are literally hundreds—thou- 
sands, of church members who have changed resi- 
dence without changing church membership. They 
stand aloof from the local church. They take no 
local responsibility for Christ. They settle into be- 
coming church drifters and sermon tasters. They 
lose almost wholly any sense of personal responsi- 
bility to have fellowship with their fellows in the 
name of God and the Christ whose name they wear. 
God will not hold such guiltless. He has declared 
it in His Word. 

Any child of God who worthily wears His name 
must recognize the fact that if he has any influence 
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for Christ anywhere, it is where he is living, in 
the place of his present residence; that if he does 
not identify himself with the people and the insti- 
tution of his Lord in the place where he lives, he 
lends his moral influence against Christ and the 
church. This is a place where definitely and cer- 
tainly the words of the Master’s warning would 
apply: “He that is not with me is against me. 
He that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.” 
Such ought to identify themselves with the re- 
sponsibilities of Christian service in their own 
localities, or drop the Name they profess to wear 
with reverence and love. It is a flagrant hypocrisy 
not to do so. 

There is a story that once a soldier in the army 
of Alexander the Great, whose name also was Alex- 
ander, was brought before the great commander 
with the charge of repeated cowardice in battle. 
When Alexander had heard the charge and sub- 
stantiated it, he turned to the trembling culprit 
and said: ‘“ My man, one of three things you must 
do. Fight, get out of the army, or change your 
name!” How patent the application to those who 
bear no burdens for Christ, who take no responsi- 
bilities entailed upon His name, who refuse all 
local obligations where they might be involved in 
dangers or demands. They need to heed Alexan- 
der’s warning to the recreant trooper. Do it for 
their own sakes; do it for Christ’s sake; do it for 
others’ sake. Get busy for God. Assume re- 
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sponsibility or drop the Christian name. “God 
will not hold him guiltless who taketh His name 
in vain.” 

But there is another group of men who hold in 
contempt the holy name of God. I refer to those 
who with an easy fluency of speech give themselves 
to constant attack of the church, who heap con- 
tumely upon it and have no good word to speak of 
it. I warn you that the Church of Christ with all 
its faults is inexpressibly dear to Him. It is dear 
as the apple of His eye, graven on His hands. He 
has said of it that it is His body, His bride. You 
dare not lay your unholy lips in slander and re- 
proach upon that which He is perfecting to His 
own glory. He has declared that whatever its 
present faults may be, it shall be without spot or 
wrinkle or blemish, or any such thing: And when 
you defile its good name, you defile His good name, 
and, “ He will not hold him guiltless who taketh 
His name in vain.” 


THE ONE REMEDY 

In conclusion: I look into men’s faces. They 
are sad with the conviction of sin. Some of them 
are tense with the yearning for deliverance from 
the habit and the dominion of sin. Is there that 
within reach which will break the power of sin and 
deliver from the dominion of evil habit? There is 
one such remedy. It is the washing of regenera- 
tion. Nothing short of that will do. Here we deal 
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with nature, sinful nature, which must be changed. 
It is out of the heart of man that evil thoughts, 
murders, idolatries, profane speaking proceed. 
If the lips are to be cleansed, the heart must be 
washed. If the speech is to be purified, the nature 
must be redeemed. Let me quote you two passages 
of Scripture applicable to your present need. The 
first thing: Mal. 3:5, “The Lord whom you seek 
will suddenly come to His temple, but who shall 
be able to stand when He appeareth? He is like a 
refiner’s fire and like a laundryman’s soap.” Again, 
in I John 1: 7-9: “The blood of Jesus, His Son, 
cleanseth us from all sin. If we confess our sins, 
He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 

You need but to bring Christ in. Let Him be 
formed in you, the hope of glory. Let Him in- 
dwell by His Holy Spirit, your life. He will put 
away sin. He will dominate your faculties. He 
will possess your being so that in thought and in 
word and in deed your very life may become an 
expression of His holy personality; so that in a 
little while you shall be able to say, “It is no 
longer I that live, but Christ that liveth in me. 
The life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God.” 


IV 
THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT 


“ Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Sia days 
shalt thow labour, and do all thy work: but the seventh day 
is a@ sabbath unto Jehovah thy God: in it thou shalt not do 
any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manser- 
vant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger 
that is within the gates: for in six days Jehovah made 
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested 
the seventh day: wherefore Jehovah blessed the sabbath day, 
and hallowed it.”—Exopus 20:8-11. 

HE law of the Seventh Day rest is a uni- 
versal law, applicable to all peoples, in 
all nations and all times. The position of 

the Fourth Commandment in the Decalogue relates 
the Sabbath question to the due recognition of God 
by man. Yet while directed specifically and im- 
mediately to the nation Israel, the benefits and ap- 
plications of that law are not limited to that or to 
any nation. The singularity of its position as the 
last upon the first table of the law gives it promi- 
nence, importance and unusual significance. I 
cannot agree at all with those commentators who 
hold that the dignity, seriousness and responsibil- 
ity of the foregoing three Commandments disap- 
pear in the utterance of the Fourth. There is 
nothing in the Commandment itself to indicate 
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did any of the others. Properly understood it 
must convey to any quickened spiritual perception 
most binding applications as well as high and holy 
privileges attendant upon obedience. 

The requirements of this Commandment are 
twofold, rest and worship. It is to be kept free 
from work and it is to be kept holy for worship. 
The first reason assigned for its inauguration as a 
rest day is the example of God who finished His 
creation in six days and rested upon the seventh. 
Therefore the rest commanded in the Fourth law 
is a recognition of God. Herein is the example and 
the wisdom of God for all men. They must turn 
aside from their ordinary avocations, give up their 
usual pursuits, and for that day at least turn aside 
to other interests than those which for the six days 
preceding occupy their time and strength. There- 
fore no matter how he spends his rest day, every 
man who ceases his usual labour recognizes God as 
the Sovereign Lawgiver of the universe, and as the 
one whose example constitutes not alone a high pat- 
tern of wisdom but the heavenly demand for right- 
eousness. In other words, the mere existence of 
one day in seven set apart as a rest day among the 
nations of the earth registers a consciousness of 
God. Worship may have degenerated. Spiritual 
perceptions may have become dull. Morals may 
themselves have become debased, but the recogni- 
tion of the day is a recognition of Him who in- 
stituted it. It is of singular significance that the 
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Chinese Republic in the initial stages of its or- 
ganization in an effort to catch step with the pro- 
gressive nations of the world, included among its 
very first laws one recognizing one day in seven 
as a rest day. We do well, therefore, to pause for 
a careful study of the significance and application 
of the Sabbatic law. 


A CONSTITUTIONAL LAW 

Our first and most serious conviction arising out 
of the careful study of the Sabbath question is that 
this law is a constitutional rather than a statutory 
law. It is not a law superimposed upon man from 
above. It is a law which arises out of the necessi- 
ties of man’s physical and moral constitution. 
Necessity for obedience to this law hinges not upon 
legislative enactment nor simply upon the execu- 
tive decree of God, the Supreme Ruler. It arises 
also out of the necessities inherent in man’s nature. 
That is to say, man being such as he is physically 
and morally cannot be maintained with soundness 
in either realm without the proper observance and 
employment of one day in seven as a day of rest 
and worship. The seven day cycle corresponds to 
the physical nature of man. It corresponds also 
to his moral nature. Thus, the Lord Jesus de- 
clared the Sabbath was made for man. Many of 
the nations have observed the seven day cycle. The 
Egyptians and Chaldeans. The Greeks, who had 
first employed a ten day cycle, later accepted a 
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seven day. The Romans who at first had an eight 
day cycle later came to the seven day. Peru was 
discovered to have a seven day cycle. France in 
the Age of Reason established a ten day cycle, but 
discovered to her own loss that it would not work, 
and returned after the Age of Reason to the seven 
day period. Modern economists and reformers de- 
clare that the man who begins his first day of the 
week one hundred per cent normal in strength, 
vigour and vitality, loses in percentage of vitality 
more during the working period of that first 
twenty-four hours than he is able to recover during 
the rest period of the same twenty-four hours, so 
that he begins his second day at a level lower than 
normal. And each succeeding day lowers the tide 
of his power below the level at which the day was 
begun. 

It has been discovered that the seventh day pro- 
vides just enough of rest, in addition to the nights 
of the preceding six days, to restore the normal 
man to his normalcy, so that he may start the new 
week or cycle of seven days alert in mind, sound 
in body, confident of spirit and vigourous in the 
exercise of all energies needed for the accomplish- 
ment of the daily task. Unlike the changing sea- 
sons, the seven day law is arbitrary, based upon 
man’s need and not upon any natural cycle. What 
man requires all nature requires. “To him who 
in the love of nature holds communion with her 
visible forms she speaks a various language.” Of 
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those various languages spoken by nature none is 
more eloquent than the Sabbath silence which falls 
upon the earth each recurring Lord’s Day. Walk 
abroad! There is a pregnant sense of quiet, rest, 
repose in the very air. A solemn stillness lies upon 
the world. The very songs of the birds, the chirp- 
ing of the crickets, the voices of the beasts, seem 
to be attuned to a need of solemn reverence. No 
one who has lived in the country and walked 
abroad in the open field or by the wayside on a 
Sabbath day, can ever fail to see and observe this 
significant Sabbath silence. 


A NATIONAL LAW 


But for Israel the Fourth Commandment had a 
peculiar significance. For them it was constitu- 
tional law as for all other men. But for them it 
was also both a civil and religious law. God was 
the Governor of this nation, the Supreme and Only 
Ruler of a nation whose government was a the- 
ocracy. Therefore when this law was given to 
Israel on the tables of stone from the hand of 
Moses, it was a law to be enforced by civil author- 
ity as it was sanctioned by religious authority. So 
serious was the divine sense of its importance that 
the penalty affixed for its violation is identical 
with that required for blasphemy against the 
Name, for idolatry in worship or for any other act 
of treason or “ lese-majesty.” The first instance 
of the violation of this law is recorded in Numbers 
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15: 32 ff. The infringement of the command, the 
legal procedure adopted, the verdict rendered and 
the penalty executed are all of sufficient interest 
and importance to justify the entire quotation. 
*“‘ And while the children of Israel were in the wil- 
derness they found a man gathering sticks upon 
the Sabbath Day. And they that found him gath- 
ering sticks brought him unto Moses and Aaron, 
and unto all the congregation. And they put him 
in ward, because it had not been declared what 
should be done to him. And Jehovah said unto 
Moses, The man shall surely be put to death; 
all the congregation shall stone him with stones 
without the camp. And all the congregation 
brought him without the camp, and stoned him 
with stones, and he died; as Jehovah commanded 
Moses.” There is certainly no sign that among 
the Jews this law could have been held lightly. 
Nothing marks their later decadence in morals or 
in practical righteousness more than their constant 
evasion and desecration of the Sabbath Day. 

The Sabbath idea ran through the entire gov- 
ernmental conception of the nation. There was not 
only a Sabbatic day recurring each seven days, but 
a Sabbatic year recurring each seventh year and a 
Sabbatic Jubilee recurring each cycle of seven 
sevens, or upon the fiftieth year. Not alone man 
and beast shared in the benefits of this law, but 
the land itself so shared. It has been, perhaps with 
justification, surmised that the Babylonian cap- 
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tivity of seventy years had its foundation and basis 
in the purpose of God to give the land its Sabbatic 
years in full, of which it had been cheated by the 
national’ and individual disobedience of the people 
Israel through 490 years of residence in Canaan. 
Herein is an instructive illustration of the evils of 
disobedience to the divine law. There is perhaps 
no sadder commentary on the present state of the 
Jews everywhere, than their almost complete dis- 
regard of the Sabbath Day. Necessities of trade 
supersede among the Jews the necessities for ob- 
servance of the divine law. Therefore the blind- 
ness deepens for Israel. The morale of morality 
is broken down among them. Free love, disinte- 
grating and devastating immoralities, the greed of 
money, the sensuality of indulgence, this, wide- 
spread among them, is both an evidence and a 
cause of their moral disintegration. As a nation, 
as a race, as a group of religionists they would still 
do well to hear the loving though stern warning 
of their God and ours. “If thou turn away thy 
foot from the Sabbath, from doing thy pleasure on 
my holy day; and call the Sabbath a delight, and 
the holy of Jehovah honourable; and shalt honour 
it, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own 
pleasure, nor speaking thine own words: then shalt 
thou delight thyself in Jehovah; and I will make 
thee to ride upon the high places of the earth; and 
I will feed thee with the heritage of Jacob thy 
father: for the mouth of Jehovah hath spoken 
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it.”—Is. 58:13-14. It should be remembered in 
this connection also that the only Sabbath remain- 
ing for the Jew is the seventh day. Not for him 
the privilege of one in seven, but the seventh one 
of the days of the week. Of this day the Lord 
said to the Jew, “ Thou shalt remember the Sab- 
bath day to keep it holy.” 


THE AMERICAN SABBATH 

The Sabbath in America is a civil Sabbath. 
While based upon moral law it is nevertheless a 
legislative enactment, so that every American citi- 
zen comes under bondage of this commandment as 
a constitutional law of nature arising out of his 
need, and as a civil law enacted by his legislators. 
Here again the whole nation is measured largely 
as to its morals and as to its moral health by its 
observance of this day. There was a time when the 
American Sabbath was an institution held in great 
honour among her people and in great contrast to 
the European Sabbath. Once we had a holy day. 
Now we have joined Europe in making of this day 
a holiday. Once everywhere our church bells 
called us to worship and their call was not ig- 
nored. Now, the idea is not worship nor rest so 
much as recreation. Excursions, picnic parties, 
athletic meets, social gatherings, concerts more or 
less sacred, automobile rides! All the things 
which go to make up the recreations in the life of 
the people are reserved for and reach their climax 
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of expression upon the civil Sabbath day. With- 
out doubt the rise of lawlessness in America, and 
those tendencies in national thought which make 
for the insecurity of our national government, have 
kept step with the rise of the continental concep- 
tion of the Sabbath day among our people. Stores 
that close their doors on the seventh day flood the 
newspapers with full-page advertisements. Citi- 
zens who do not go down the street to buy on the 
seventh day stay in their homes and regale their 
minds with prospective bargains, lay their plans, 
cast up their bank accounts, making ready against 
the urgency of the morrow. Unfortunately, Chris- 
tians everywhere have been led to adopt the civil 
Sabbath and its standards in lieu of a Christian 
Sabbath, even as the Jews have adopted it in lieu 
of a Jewish Sabbath. The widespread disobedi- 
ence of this constitutional law of man’s need must 
bring upon these people the wrath of God, and 
upon the State that permits its constant violation, 
stern rebuke from the moral law written both in 
the constitution of man and in the statutes of the 
Eternal God requiring the observance of one day 
in seven. 


THE CHRISTIAN SABBATH 

The Lord’s Day stands in total contrast to the 
Jewish Sabbath. The constitutional law written in 
the nature of man abides for the Christian as well 
as for the Jew and the Gentile. The Christian has 
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a threefold obligation for observing the law, an 
inherent or constitutional one, a civil or national 
one and a purely spiritual or religious one. Let 
it be understood definitely that the Christian Sab- 
bath is not the seventh day. It is one day in seven. 
It is not the Jewish Sabbath. So far as I can dis- 
cover from a careful search of the New Testa- 
ment scriptures, there is no indication that the 
Christian church or the early Christians generally 
continued to observe the Jewish Sabbath after the 
resurrection and ascension of the Lord Jesus. We 
find them everywhere meeting on the first day of 
the week. Their assemblies were held upon that 
day. Their monies were gathered on the first day. 
(See I. Cor. 16:1.) There is a new significance 
in the Christian Sabbath, a content not found or 
present in the Jewish Sabbath. The Seventh Day 
Sabbath stood for the old dispensation. It was the 
end of things. The First Day Sabbath among 
Christians stands for the beginning of things, the 
new creation. The Jew symbolizes in the Sabbath 
his deliverance from Egyptian bondage. ‘ Thou 
shalt remember that thou wast a servant in the 
land of Egypt, and Jehovah thy God brought thee 
out thence by a mighty hand: and by a stretched- 
out arm: therefore Jehovah thy God commanded 
thee to keep the Sabbath day.”—Deut. 5:15. That 
was physical deliverance, wonderful, miraculous 
indeed, and never to be forgotten. But for the 
Christian a far greater joy of deliverance. The 
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shackles, not of material or physical slavery, but 
of spiritual bondage, were broken. The bondage 
of sin is set aside and they are brought into the 
liberty of the sons of God. There is a poem which 
expresses the Christian’s joy: 


Out of my bondage, sorrow and night, 
Jesus I come, Jesus, I come. 

Into Thy freedom, gladness and light, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 

Out of my sickness, into Thy health, 

Out of my want and into Thy wealth. 

Out of my sin and into Thyself, 
Jesus I come to Thee. 


Out of my shameful failure and loss, 
Jesus I come, Jesus, I come; 
Into the glorious gain of Thy cross, 
Jesus I come to Thee; 
Out of earth’s sorrows into Thy balm, 
Out of Life’s storms and into Thy calm, 
Out of distress to jubilant Psalm, 
Jesus I come to Thee. 


Out of unrest and arrogant pride, 
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come; 

Into Thy blessed will to abide, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 

Out of myself to dwell in Thy love, 

Out of despair into raptures above, 

Upward for aye on wings like a dove, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 


Out of the fear and dread of the tomb, 
Jesus, I come, Jesus, I come; 

Into the joy and light of Thy home, 
Jesus I come to Thee; 

Out of the depths of ruin untold, 

Into the peace of Thy sheltering fold, 

Ever Thy glorious face to behold, 
Jesus, I come to Thee. 


The first day is the day of the resurrection. On 
this day the Lord broke the bands of death asun- 
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der. For Him and for us the fast barred gates of 
death were riven from their hinges and He came 
forth bringing life and immortality to light. All 
the post resurrection appearances of the Lord Jesus 
occurred on this day, according to the records of 
the Gospels and the Epistles. Upon this day the 
Holy Spirit descended. Upon this day from time 
immemorial the church has assembled for its wor- 
ship. Joyous testimony from redeemed lips and 
lives, for the singing of Psalms and _ spiritual 
songs; for prayer and the preaching of the Word; 
for the solemn though joyous observance of the 
Lord’s Supper showing forth the Lord’s death till 
He come, have been held upon this day. Through 
the preaching of the Word this day has become the 
birthday of millions upon millions of souls who 
have believed the word spoken. For innumerable 
saints it has been the day of comfort, instruction, 
inspiration and fellowship. It is the day of our 
hope of immortality. There can hardly be a doubt 
that while the time is unknown, the day of the 
Lord’s return will be this day, when the whole 
creation waiting now with groanings for our re- 
demption, that is, the redemption of our bodies, 
will rise in new glory of body forever beyond the 
reach of sin, forever delivered from the power of 
death. 

As I come to the close of this solemn and chal- 
lenging thought, my mind is filled with memories 
of the past as well as anticipations of the future. 
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Always on the Lord’s Day the family gathered in 
an unbroken circle. We were together there in the 
old home. Each had gone his way for the week, 
one to séhool, another to work, another upon his 
visit, but it was an unfailing rule of the home that 
when the Lord’s Day came the children should be 
at home. One by one they came in with their sto- 
ries of their service, their pleasure or their pain. 
Together they gathered about the fireside, told 
their experiences and found in the family circle 
comfort for their pains, and the fellowship of joy 
for their pleasures. “There remaineth a rest for 
the people of God.” Thank God there is a home- 
coming day for the heavenly mansions. One day 
when the weariness of earth is over; when the pur- 
suit of pleasure is ended, all the weary feet of the 
saints of God will turn home again, and we shall 
sit down with our Elder Brother and our Heavenly 
Father and with the saints who have gone before, 
or those who go with us, in the home of our 
Father’s rest. God grant that no one shall miss the 
gathering, or forfeit the right to a place in the 
family. 


Vv 
THE FIFTH COMMANDMENT 


“ Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days may 
be long upon the land which the Lord thy God giveth thee.”— 
Exopus 20:12. 


a “HE Fifth Commandment occupies a 
unique place in the Decalogue in the 
estimation of some expositors. It is the 

pivot between the two groups of commandments. 

It will be remembered that the law of the ten words 

was written upon two tables of stone first by the 

finger of God. On the first table were the four 
commandments relating man to God; on the sec- 
ond, the six relating man to his fellow-man. But 
the tenth is a summation of the ten and man’s 
duty to his fellow-man hinges upon his relation to 

God. Thus the Lord Jesus said the whole law is 

summed up in one word, the first and the greatest 

of the commandments being: ‘ Thou shalt love the 

Lord, thy God, with all thy heart, with all thy 

mind, with all thy soul, and with all thy strength.” 

And the second is like unto it: ‘ Thou shalt love 

thy neighbour as thyself.” So that there may be 

a reason in making this commandment a pivotal 
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to God and the following four which relate man to 
his fellows. 

Certain it is that God is the law-giver and the 
source of all law and authority in the world. He 
is not only the source of that authority which pro- 
ceeds directly from Himself to man—He is equally 
the source and authority in all delegated govern- 
ment. Now, among those who exercised delegated 
authority and government from God, first in time 
and in importance is the parent. They take their 
name from Him. For while the world did not 
know for centuries what the Lord Jesus revealed, 
the very essence of God’s relation to man is that 
He is the Father; and with a higher enlightenment 
that came through Christ, men are encouraged to 
address Him as “ Our Father who art in heaven.” 

The human father, as the head of the family and 
of the wife in official relation, though her com- 
panion in life’s duties, privileges, and responsibili- 
ties, takes his name directly from the Father in 
heaven. He draws also from Him his obligations 
and responsibilities. Food, clothing, shelter, care 
and protection for the children come from the 
father, as these things with all other benefits come 
from God to man. 

So, as God is the source of life to man by crea- 
tion, the father and mother are the source of life 
to the child by procreation. As all men draw sus- 
tenance from God, so the child draws sustenance 
in a very vital and real way from the mother and 
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the father. Therefore, the attitude which God re- 
quires of the child to the parent is identical in 
kind, though not in degree, with that which man 
is required to have toward God Himself. He is 
required to show obedience, reverence, and love. 

The authority which the parent exercises over 
the child was perhaps originally carried to the ex- 
tent of permission to determine life and death. We 
see a relic of this ancient extreme of authority in 
the present custom in certain oriental lands of ex- 
posing to death undesirable children. The record 
also of Abraham’s offering Isaac on the altar would 
indicate the same exercise of authority over life 
and death. Thus the head of the family became 
by a natural development the head of the clan, then 
of the tribe, then of the nation. The ruler of a 
nation still stands in the relation of father to his 
people; and in despotic or monarchical countries he 
is addressed as Sire, i. e., Father. The Fifth Com- 
mandment is, therefore, a demand of God for the 
recognition of his deputized authority and requires 
the very same attitude of heart and mind that we 
give to God in obedience, reverence, and love. 


OBEDIENCE 

There can be no moral order in the universe 
without a proper recognition of authority on the 
part of those who are subject to authority. The 
most necessary and wholesome lesson, therefore, 
for every child born into the world is that he shall 
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learn obedience to a properly constituted authority. 
God has ordained the relation between parent and 
child to cover this necessity and to lay deep in the 
roots of the child’s being in the years that are plas- 
tic and impressionable, this great foundation prin- 
ciple of all stable life and moral integrity. 

The crime of radical Socialism is its hideous 
proposal to make the State parent, thus to destroy 
the home. A child always suffers in the hand of 
an institution. Institutionalized care, however 
efficient, is nevertheless cold, harsh, and cruel. 
God ordained parents for children in order that 
control might be tempered by love, tenderness, and 
care. Firmness must be balanced with mercy. 
Authority must be exercised with patience. The 
law of kindness must be administered in every re- 
lation and upon every occasion. The State is im- 
personal and, even with the best possible intention, 
can be nothing else. Parentage is personal, in- 
tensely so. The personal element is inherent in 
the relationship between father and child and vital 
to that relationship; so that the development of a 
child under authority, and his due recognition of 
the delegated authority of God in the control of 
his life, is tempered always by a personal relation, 
naturally all-embracing and all-satisfying. 

This relationship between the parent and the 
child is essential to the foundation and building 
of a home, so that back of the home is the paternal 
and filial relation. Still the home is established 
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as the support of every beneficent institution 
among men. Therefore, the very foundation of all 
social virtue lies in this command: “ Honour thy 
father and thy mother.” Disobedience to this law 
opens a stream of evil influences, corrupting and 
degrading practices, and leads ultimately to dis- 
aster and to death. 

But the obedience must not be forced nor arbi- 
trary. It must not degenerate simply into ar- 
bitrary law from the governor to the governed. 


REVERENCE 
Obedience must be sustained by a reverence for 
the great essential virtues as impersonated in 
father and mother. Foremost among these virtues 
is the purity of sex relations. Sex relations with- 
out sin and shame depend upon the open sanction 
of God and man. The child is brought in its earli- 
est infancy to look upon father and mother in their 
marriage relation as one, and as an embodiment of 
all that is holy, clean, and wholesome in life. It 
may be said with great emphasis and confidence 
that if all the children of the world could be in- 
duced to continue their estimate of the sex rela- 
tion as based upon their initial conceptions of that 
relation, the world would maintain its standards 
of purity upon a far higher plane than at present, 
and the loss and disgusting shame attendant upon 
the violation of the right relation between men and 
women would not be sustained. 
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Every departure from purity is a reflection 
upon parentage. Every man who contributes to 
the delinquency of a girl, who despoils a woman 
of her virtue, or further degrades a woman already 
fallen, degrades and disgraces his own mother. He 
calls into question the lessons of purity and chas- 
tity taught him in her home by her life. He does 
violence to her most sacred sentiments, her deepest 
and most fundamental principles, and her highest 
and holiest desires for him. Every girl who sins 
against her own body and violates the laws of her 
own chastity lays a heavy toll of shame upon the 
name of her father and the character he has sought 
to build for her in the years of his parental 
training. 

There is a true proverb: “ A good son makes a 
good husband.” That is, a youth who has learned 
the foundation principles of virtue in the chaste 
and pure environment of a home with the holy ex- 
ample of father and mother before him, will bring 
into his own home and into his own married estate 
the essence of those virtues first learned. Happy 
is that youth whose high reverence for his mother’s 
virtue and his father’s honour, resolves early in life 
to treat every woman as he would require every 
man to treat his own mother, his own sister, or his 
own wife. A proper reverence for father and 
mother will lead to just that high standard. 

The child not only learns these essential virtues 
of the sex relation from the father and mother, but 
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from them he also learns all the great sobrieties of 
life. The home is a nest of security. Here are 
taught from earliest infancy the lessons of truth, 
of courtesy, self-restraint, chastity, soberness, and 
all those things that make life decent and desirable. 
The ordinary principles of mutual intercourse be- 
tween human beings in all the relationships of life 
find their highest and finest expression in the 
mutual relationship established between father and 
son, mother and daughter. 

From father and mother the child also learns 
the great lessons of life’s obligations. These also 
are mutual. An attitude of reverence on the part 
of the child to the parent will teach him that he 
must exercise toward his father and mother a due 
regard for their needs as he expects them to exer- 
cise toward him a due regard for his needs. We 
must care for those who care for us. To accept 
from our parents the tenderness, love, devotion, 
and sacrificial service which they pour upon us so 
unstintedly, lays upon us the obligation to give to 
them in unstinted measure and in like coinage the 
service, the love, and the tenderness which life’s 
exigencies may demand, They gave us; we must 
give them. They cared for our helplessness in in- 
faney and childhood. God and all the decent in- 
fluences of men lay upon us the care for their help- 
lessness in age and in infirmity. 

Reverence must be translated in terms of love. 
How tenderly the Master thought of his mother. 
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He was in her home subject to her authority. 
What a fine meaning He puts into the word 
“Woman” as he addresses his mother with that 
holy name. And, finally, as the climax of all His 
earthly attitude of obedience, reverence and love, 
in the agony of the Cross, He turns aside from His 
own pain and anguish long enough to provide a 
home and ordain a son for her in her sorrow, grief, 
and age. 


LONG LIFE 

This is the first commandment with promise. 
Indeed, it is the only commandment with promise 
of reward. “ Honour thy father and thy mother 
that thy life may be long in the land which the 
Lord, thy God, giveth thee.” It is a perfectly cor- 
rect interpretation to put upon the commandment 
to make it mean length of national existence in 
Palestine for the Jew. A nation reverencing and 
honouring parents will be a nation of home build- 
ers, a nation in which the essential virtues and in- 
tegrities will have high rank. Without doubt the 
honour in which parents are held among Italian 
people is sufficient ground for their long tenure of 
their national territory. 

But, without doubt, there is also a personal and 
individual interpretation in this command with 
promise. The New Testament Revised Version 
rendering of this commandment is sufficient war- 
rant for this individual interpretation. ‘ Honour 
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thy father and mother (which is the first com- 
mandment with promise) that it may be well with 
thee and thou mayest live long on the earth.” It 
is the promise so faithfully recorded in the Ninety- 
first Psalm: ‘“ Because he hath set his love upon 
me, therefore will I deliver him. I will set him 
on high because he hath known my name. He shall 
call upon me and [ will answer him. I will be 
with him in trouble. JI will deliver him and 
honour him. With long life will I satisfy him and 
show him my salvation.” 


THERE IS GREAT REWARD 

But God not only gives the reward of long life 
in the earth. He adds to it the reward of blessed 
memories. This great law of life holds: ‘“ What- 
soever a man soweth, that also shall he reap.” The 
passing years bring poignant regrets to the hearts 
of those who in youth dishonour their father and 
mother, and memories of delight and increasing 
joy to those who were obedient to this first com- 
mand with promise. 

A distinguished Southerner, who had given no 
audible testimony to a personal faith in God, came 
at the close of his life to that hour of transi- 
tion between time and eternity where his friends 
watched in ceaseless anxiety by his side, expectant 
of tragedy, hoping for life. The shadows deep- 
ened; and just as he was about to slip over into 
the land beyond, he folded his hands, lifted them 
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in the attitude of a child at prayer, and then those 
who bent yearning, listening ears heard from his 
tremulous lips for the last time the prayer his 
mother had heard from those same lips the first 
time: 
“ Now I lay me down to sleep. 
I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to keep. 


If I should die before I wake, 
I pray Thee, Lord, my soul to take.” 


Then breathing the name “ Mother,” he quietly 
slipped away. 

The history of the Christian Church is full of 
such experiences. He who obeys this command 
and maintains a right attitude to his father and 
mother is daily storing up for himself against the 
future, memories in which he will forever rejoice. 
A dying man suddenly smitten by an untoward 
accident whispers with his last breath: ‘ Mother.” 
The years intervening between childhood and age 
vanish in a moment. All life’s experiences were 
blotted out and he had come again as a child to 
his mother’s knee and from there he went un- 
abashed into the presence of his mother’s God. 

There can be no true honour to parents without 
a real honour to God. You see God gave them to 
you. Some one has said very beautifully: “God 
could not be everywhere and so He made mothers.” 
God gave them to you. All that they mean—all 
the highest, holiest, most wholesome experiences of 
your life—call upon you, therefore, to reverence 
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God. You can only know Him through His Son. 
You can only come into fellowship with Him by 
means of the atonement His Son has wrought. 
But mother’s hands would ever have led you into 
His paths and father’s counsel would ever have 
brought you to His faith. 

My final word then to you who hear me this 
night is an earnest exhortation. Tenderly care for 
your parents if they have become a burden upon 
your resources. If they are with you now, provide 
them the sunniest room in your house. Put the 
sweetest song bird you can buy into their room. 
Visit with them; talk to them. Tell them your 
troubles, your anxieties, your hopes, your rewards 
now as you did when a little child. Bring your 
friends in to see them. Sit down by them once in 
a while and together read from the Old Book they 
taught you to love. If you are away from them, 
perchance they have not heard from you for years. 
Write home to-night. Tell them you love them 
and, more, tell them that you love their Christ, 
their God. If you have not found Christ in these 
years of wandering away from home, come back 
to God to-night and go out of this place to write 
that simple message home again. Joy, gladness, 
swelling tide of blessedness will attend the coming 
of your letter: But if your parents have gone on 
to their reward, remember their precepts. Let 
their counsels now lead you in the path of wisdom 
and of faith. The truest honour you can ever give 
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to your parents or to their memory is to honour 
the God who gave them to you and to whom they 
gave you-in the earliest hours of your life. 

No fortune can compensate for the loss of the 
faith taught you at your mother’s knee. No fame 
can substitute in satisfaction for the simplicities of 
those eternal verities which seemed so certain and 
abiding in the atmosphere of the old home. No 
knowledge can supply the lack occasioned by a for- 
getfulness of those first lessons of faith, love and 
holiness. No pleasures can last long after the 
vision of God and heaven, made bright by the faith 
of godly parents, has been dimmed. Rest your 
heart in the faith of your parents, if that faith 
points you Godward and by way of the Cross of 
Calvary. 


VI 
THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT 


“Thou shalt do no murder.’—Exopus 20:13. 


HIS commandment ushers us into the im- 
mediate presence of a holy God. It re 
veals to discerning eyes the awfulness of 

that God of whom Paul wrote, “ Knowing there- 
fore the terror of the Lord we persuade men” for 
“Our God is a consuming fire.” The whole pri- 
mary purpose of these ten laws is to make men 
conscious of the Person, presence and government 
of God in the world; and to reveal the fact that 
sin is rebellion against, and treachery to, God. 
The heart of this commandment is to be found in 
the fact that murder is a blow at the supreme pre- 
rogative of God. Only God can give life. Only 
He has the right to take away life. Therefore, 
when man destroys the life of his fellow, he is 
striking at God’s supreme prerogative. Life once 
taken cannot be restored save by God. Therefore, 
to destroy life is to interfere with the sovereignty 
of God. The murderer dares God’s eternal au- 
thority. He faces God with a challenge to His sov- 
ereignty at the place of His supreme self- 
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But death is in the world and the Scriptures 
declare that “Sin entered the world and death 
through sin.” Now sin has its origin in Satan. 
He usurped the throne in the world and defies God 
to His face. In every way he undertakes in the 
hearts of men to dethrone God and to put himself 
on the throne there as he seeks to wrest the throne 
of the universe from the hands of the eternal God. 
Nowhere else does he strike so deliberately at the 
sovereignty, power and authority of God as in the 
destruction of human life by human beings. Satan, 
the author of sin, is declared by the Lord Jesus to 
be the murderer from the beginning. This is but 
another means by which he strikes at God. There- 
fore, every murder that has ever been planned or 
committed in this world from Cain to the present 
hour has been a part of the devil’s purpose to take 
from God His highest and holiest prerogative. 
Have you not read in I John 3:12 of “ Cain, who 
was of the evil one and slew his brother ” ? 


LIMITATIONS 

Now, this commandment has certain limitations 
and certain inclusions. You must consult and 
compare all scripture in order to understand it. 
Look first at its limitations. 

Here is no prohibition to the killing of animals 
for food or for sacrifice. The holy law of God not 
alone permits but ordains the slaughter of animals 
for these two purposes. 
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It does not prohibit capital punishment for cer- 
tain crimes. God explicitly requires the death 
penalty for men who violate the Sabbath day. He 
committed to death those guilty of idolatry. He 
commanded the death penalty for adultery. There 
are many laws on the statute books of ancient 
Israel formulated by God with the death penalty 
attached for their violation. 

This law does not forbid self-defense under cer- 
tain conditions. The Law of Moses expressly de- 
clared that the housebreaker forcing an entrance 
into one’s house at night might be killed in the act 
of entry without the householder becoming guilty 
of murder. God deliver us all from the necessity 
for such an act, but if the necessity be thrust upon 
us then He has Himself justified a defense of the 
home even to the extent of the destruction of the 
violator thereof. 

Nor does this commandment prohibit war. The 
holy nation under the immediate government of 
God was required to go to war. There are times 
when nations must for righteousness sake arm 
themselves and go out to the battle-field. God is a 
man of war and there are circumstances and con- 
ditions provoked by unrighteousness of men, by 
the wickedness of nations, by the flagrant disregard 
of the sanctities of human life and liberty when 
nations must fight. More than once He com- 
manded Israel to arms. More than once He inter- 
posed on their behalf for victory. God sets Him- 
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self against the national crimes of this earth and 
calls men and nations to arms when there must be 
redress for those wrongs. 

Nor is there here prohibition of accidental or 
unpremeditated manslaughter. Provision is made 
in the Cities of Refuge for the protection of every 
unintentional or unwitting manslayer. 


INCLUSIONS 

But this law does include in its prohibitions all 
careless disregard of human life. There are cer- 
tain acts of ignorance or carelessness which are 
criminal. There are some accidents which are 
criminal and must be punished exactly as if done 
by design. 

It does forbid the voluntary, premeditated tak- 
ing of human life under any and all circumstances 
in which the individual sets himself to exercise the 
prerogatives of government. It takes out of man’s 
hand all privilege of personal or family vengeance, 
all private punishment of wrong. It calls the en- 
tire nation or the whole community to sit in judg- 
ment on differences between men and to find a way 
to adjust those differences and settle those estrange- 
ments. It also prohibits all carelessness which may 
result in death. The Law of Moses provides that 
a vicious ox or bull allowed to run at large when 
the owner knew beforehand the temper of the 
beast, is a sufficient reason for committing the 
owner thereof to death when the ox or bull gores 
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a human being to death. We can hardly doubt 
that the spirit of the law, at least, takes into ac- 
count and forbids preparation and provision for 
killing. Some of the American states have upon 
their statute books laws prohibiting pistol toting. 
It is well understood that a man who is armed is 
much more likely to be provoked to fatal encounter 
with his fellows than one who is not armed. Such 
a man is much more likely to undertake the execu- 
tion of a private redress for wrongs than to wait 
the slow and more tedious process of law in the 
adjustment of differences. Everywhere this law 
of God is saying to man: “ Vengeance is mine, I 
will repay, saith the Lord.” Life is mine; venge- 
ance is mine; remove your hands from my preroga- 
tive. Withhold yourself from executing God’s 
vengeance. Some of the States in connection with 
their anti-pistol-toting laws issue permits to certain 
individuals to carry a pistol. These exceptions to 
the general law should be abolished. No citizen 
who is not an officer of the law has either need or 
right to arm himself to procure the death of his 
fellow. In any community where it is understood 
that no man can be armed with a weapon all men 
will be on a footing of equality as to their protec- 
tion of life, liberty and the possession of property. 
It is well known that the mountain feuds of Ken- 
tucky were handed on from generation to genera- 
tion largely by two facts. First, the pistol-toting 
habit, and, second, the unrestrained license of boys 
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armed with such contraband weapons. I believe it 
to be susceptible of proof that no feudal encounter 
has ever been provoked by a mature man in its first 
stages, or by one without a weapon upon his body. 

The prohibitions of this commandment must 
embrace that spirit which makes business or money 
getting a Molech to which may be fed men, women 
and children. Herein are included all sweatshops, 
mills, or factories where children are done to death 
because their labour is cheap and they may be 
driven under the scourge of soulless authority to 
the expenditure of strength which should be kept 
only as a reserve fund for the benefit of the physi- 
cal, mental or moral life. The owner of every 
crowded, unsanitary tenement comes within the 
scope of this prohibition who for the sake of his 
own enrichment, under the scourge of that neces- 
sity which drives the poor and those without re- 
dress, crowds together human beings as cattle under 
conditions which promote sickness, disease and 
death. He cannot escape blood-guiltiness. 

Here is a prohibition to that desperate liquor 
business which has outlawed itself in America and 
should be speedily outlawed in every nation on the 
globe. Before the enactment of the Eighteenth 
Amendment to, the Constitution the liquor business 
alone sent 750,000 human beings to their graves 
every year. Countless numbers there are, doubt- 
less, who still go to their deaths through the viola- 
tion of this law. It is not enough for us to realize 
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that the American Government is against this busi- 
ness; we ought to take into account that no arraign- 
ment has ever yet been drawn so terrible as that 
which God, who gave this commandment, has writ- 
ten. Hear it: 


“Yea, moreover, wine is a treacherous dealer, a haughty 
man, and that keepeth not at home; who enlargeth his desire 
as Sheol, and he is as death, and cannot be satisfied, but 
gathereth unto him all nations, and heapeth unto him all 
peoples. ‘Shall not all these take up a parable against him, 
and a taunting proverb against him, and say, Woe to him 
that increaseth that which is not his! how long? and that 
ladeth himself with pledges! Shall they not rise up sud- 
denly that shall bite thee, and thou shalt be for booties 
unto them? Because thou hast spoiled many nations, all 
the remnant of the peoples shall spoil thee; because of men’s 
blood, and for the violence done to the land, to the city and 
to all that dwell therein. 

Woe to him that getteth an evil gain for his house, that 
he may set his nest on high, that he may be delivered from 
the hand of evil! ‘Thou hast consulted shame to thy house, 
by cutting off many peoples, and hast sinned against thy 
soul. For the stone shall cry out of the wall, and the beam 
out of the timber shall answer it. 

Woe to him that buildeth a town with blood, and estab- 
lisheth a city by iniquity! Behold, is it not of Jehovah of 
hosts that the peoples labour for the fire, and the nations 
weary themselves for vanity? For the earth shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the glory of Jehovah, as the waters 
cover the sea. 

Woe unto him that giveth his neighbour drink, that addest 
thy venom thereto, and makest him drunken also, that thou 
mayest look on their nakedness! Thou art filled with shame 
for glory: drink thou also and be as one uncircumcised: the 
eup of Jehovah’s right hand shall be turned unto thee, and 
foul shame shall be upon thy glory.”—Has. 2:5-16. 


Herein, also, is that care of God for human life 
that takes account of the speed fiend, or the cut-in 
fiend in auto driving, bribed inspectors of public 
utilities, careless agents of railroads, traffic direc- 
tors who commit the lives of passengers to engi- 
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neers and conductors who have been worked beyond 
the hours and limitations of endurance. Every 
man who promotes a strike and every striker must 
hear this Word of God: “ Thou shalt not kill.” 
Holdup men. Stick-up men. Pick-up men. 
Black hands. Red hands. All those who deal 
lightly with the question of human life; suicide; 
infanticide; foeticide. Whatever deliberately puts 
life in jeopardy or sets small value upon it, chal- 
lenges God and sides with Satan. Since Satan is 
the murderer from the beginning, every murderer 
puts himself deliberately on the side of Satan 
against God. 


CHRIST’S INTERPRETATION 

The Lord Jesus Christ recognizes the fact that 
the moral character of an action is determined by 
the moral attitude behind it and inspiring it. He 
pronounces murder to be the spirit of man out of 
which murder grows. ‘“ Everyone that is angry 
with his brother shall be in danger of the judg- 
ment.”—Matt. 5:22. Oh, the devastating power 
of anger! It was that burning rage of an unreason- 
ing wrath that drove Cain to kill Abel. It was 
anger against God which could not be vented, that 
moved the hand of Cain to strike his brother when 
he would have struck God had he been able and 
had he dared. It eats like a cancer at the vitals. 
As it progresses it breeds an awful progeny cata- 
logued in the Word of God as the works of the 
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flesh. ‘‘ Enmities, strife, jealousies, wraths, fac- 
tions, divisions, parties, envyings.”—Gal. 5: 20-21. 
It becomes an infection from which all the life is 
diseased. No wonder the Word of God warns 
man, “ No murderer shall enter the Kingdom of 
Heaven.” 


THE COMMANDMENT AND THE CROSS 

I shall close this discussion by suggesting that 
we look at this commandment in the presence of 
the Cross. Remember that always Satan was strik- 
ing at God when he opposed, persecuted and finally 
murdered the Lord Jesus Christ, the Lord of 
Glory. The power of God in this earth is exercised 
through Christ to whom all authority in heaven 
and in earth is given. But more also. Christ is 
not only our Ruler, He is our Life. So in all mur- 
ders Satan is striking at Christ and at God through 
Christ in us. He began with the slaughter of the 
innocents and reached the acme of his murderous 
purpose in the Cross. The Lord Jesus declared of 
the generation whose hands were bathed in His 
blood that all the righteous blood shed on the earth 
from righteous Abel to that which was shed in the 
murder of Zachariah should be visited with cumu- 
lative penalty upon the generation guilty of his 
death. It was Satan who nailed Christ to the 
Cross, and it was of Satan the Lord Jesus spoke 
when He warned His generation, “ Ye are of the 
children of your father, the devil, in order that the 
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blood of all the righteous shed upon the earth from 
righteous Abel to Zachariah, whom you slew be- 
tween, the altar and the sanctuary, might come 
upon this generation.” 

Think of it! The blood shed by Cain; by 
Lamech; by Saul; by Herod; added to the guilt 
of the men who drove the spikes into the hands of 
Jesus; also the guilt of every other murderer was 
accumulated and poured upon that generation. 
What think you? If the accumulation of blood- 
guiltiness from Cain to the Cross belonged to that 
generation, what shall be said of those in this day 
and generation, who, with nineteen hundred years 
of His presence in the world, still trample under 
foot His cross and despise the blood of His cove- 
nant and by their lives crucify Him afresh? The 
blood of all those who have slain Christ by their 
neglect and rejection through the centuries pours 
itself upon you who reject my Christ now. Jesus 
once said, “ He that is not with me is against me.” 
He warns us that no man can serve two masters. 
In the face of this awful doom to be visited from 
the accumulation of guilt I beseech you who read, 
turn now to your Saviour. Settle your differences 
with each other. Settle your differences with God. 
In the hope that it may help someone else, I am 
going to write here two personal experiences that 
had tremendous influence upon my own life. They 
illustrate at once the urgency of spiritual necessity 
which sometimes falls upon children of God, and 
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God’s attitude to all those things which enter 
into our hearts to make variance, differences and 
estrangements between His children. 

In my first pastorate, after my home had been 
broken up by death, I went to live for awhile in a 
home where there were a number of other Chris- 
tian people. There came an hour in our work 
when great urgency of the Spirit was upon us and 
we were much in prayer for His full equipment 
and mastering. One night as we knelt together in 
the sitting room of that home one after another 
we poured out our hearts in prayer. As my own 
soul was wrought upon mightily by the Holy Spirit 
and I pleaded for mercy, for power, for enrich- 
ment. Kneeling by my side was one of the choicest 
spiritual Christian women it has been my lot to 
know, and yet in my heart there was a distinct 
and definite estrangement toward her. So as I 
prayed the Spirit of God whispered in my heart 
“forgive this woman who kneels beside you else I 
cannot give my presence.” I answered back what 
was literally true: “I cannot put the thing away. 
She is indeed a Christian and a better one than I, 
but there is an instinctive, intuitive spiritual 
estrangement. I cannot put it away. I have 
tried.” I know now how foolish all that sounded. 
But God very quietly, tenderly and with great 
patience said within my heart: “ Unless that atti- 
tude of your heart and mind is changed you need 
not come to me any more for enduement with spir- 
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itual power.” The years cannot obliterate the 
memory of the terrific struggle in my own heart. 
After a while, taught by the patient Spirit of God, 
through my tears, I was able to say, “I cannot do 
this thing, Oh God, but I can, and do, give you 
my heart anew. I can, and do, assume your atti- 
tude to this sinful thing. I ask you in the name 
of Jesus Christ to come in and tear out, cast out, 
all that displeases you.” So He gave me victory 
and new light and after a bit great enrichment in 
my ministry, and gave me in that particular 
woman one of the choice friendships that has out- 
lasted the years and has never been conditioned 
upon circumstance nor proximity. 

But once again! I am opening the very secret 
of my soul. Only one time have I been angry 
enough to kill a man. I had been a minister for 
a long while. One awful day another minister—he 
was a great man; he occupied a great pastorate— 
told a lie about me. I never understood how he 
could do it. I did not even know of it for many 
months after. He had left me with a poorer repu- 
tation. Then a friend told me of it. And all that 
night and all the next day I raged with a passion 
that consumed until I was spent and broken. And 
I had to preach the next day before my people. I 
came to the place at last where I said, “I cannot 
preach this way.” But I said to myself, “ you 
will have to.” I tried to preach on the love of 
God. I dismissed the service abruptly and went to 
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my room. I said, “I will forgive, but I can never 
forget!” 

One day while we walked together rejoicing that 
God had permitted us to lead one of the outstand- 
ing persons of our city into the Kingdom after long 
years of violent opposition to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, a deacon of my church, a great Christian 
layman, laid his hand on my arm and said, “ Pas- 
tor, why do you not practice what you preach?” 
“What do you mean?” I said. But I knew. 
Then, as he looked into my face, with that great 
love of his for me shining out through his eyes, 
“Why do you not forgive Dr. 4° Togaid 
to him, ‘‘ But that lie which he told about me lies 
between us. I cannot remove it, and he will not, 
and now while I can forgive him I cannot forget 
what he has done.” So easily do we deceive our- 
selves into the belief that there can be forgiveness 
without forgetfulness. He was wise enough to say 
nothing more. But that very evening in the hour 
of preparation for my message the Spirit of God 
came upon me in power again. With great ur- 
gency I besought the heavenly Father for power to 
bear testimony, for power to persuade men after 
I had presented the message of Christ in the ser- 
vice of that night. For a long while I had no an- 
swer, and then the Holy Spirit said, “ Yes, I am 
ready to bless you as soon as you put yourself right 
with Dr. , forgive him and [I will bless 
you.” But I answered again in foolish argument 
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with this Divine Teacher, “I am not responsible 
for the lie he told. I do not now bear any resent- 
ment against him. I have forgiven him, but the 
fact of the lie is there. I cannot remove it and he 
will not.”” For a whole hour I waited and yearned 
in prayer before God, till at last He seemed to say 
to me, “ There is no use to continue talking about 
it. If you want power from Me you must forgive 
this man.”” Then He showed me the way out. So 
at last broken, humbled, I answered out of my 
heart, “ All right, Lord. I will put my brother’s 
sins where I put my own,—on the Cross of Christ. 
I will write to him to-morrow and tell him that 
there is nothing between us now but that Cross.” 
And the next day I did write him. But that letter 
went after such a manifestation of power in the 
Sunday night service as we had rarely known. My 
own soul had soared on wings as of an eagle and 
the souls of many had been turned into His king- 
dom and the whole church had rejoiced in the con- 
fessions of the twice born ones. And when I wrote 
him the next day I told him that now nothing but 
the Cross stood between us, and reminded him that 
in the Cross of Christ all estrangements must be 
settled. 

Afterward, I had a great spiritual love letter 
from him. He had before refused to make conces- 
sions, to offer any overtures of reconciliation. He 
who had repeated and reaffirmed the lie which he 
had originally told—told as I see it now under an 
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entire misapprehension—wrote me a love letter for 
which I thanked God then, and have thanked Him 
more through the years, for within a month he was 
suddenly called, and went home to God. But that 
hour with God and the humbling of spirit He gave 
me then has left the years without a sting or a 
bitter memory. I think I know what it means to 
be washed from blood guiltiness. I am perfectly 
sure that there is only one fountain by whose divine 
alchemy such cleansing can be obtained. Again I 
beseech all who read not to trample under foot the 
blood of the covenant, but immediately come for 
the healing portion to be found in that fountain of 
cleansing. 


VII 
THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT 


“Thou shalt not commit adultery.”—Exopus 20:14. 


HERE can be no stability of social life 
among any people without the mainte- 
nance of social integrity and virtue. The 
foundation of all social purity lies in the chastity 
of sex relation. But chastity in the sex relation de- 
pends upon mutual limitations of the sexes. The 
Seventh Commandment lays upon men and women 
such mutual limitations. At least, this command- 
ment calls attention and forces the conscience to 
consider limitations that are inherent and consti- 
tutional in human life. For sex relations are con- 
stitutional and not statutory relations. That is, 
they arise out of what men and women are within 
themselves and are not the result of legislative 
enactments. The language of Genesis is far more 
significant than is usually understood. Male and 
female made He them. One male, one female. 
Paired not alone by divine command, but by the 
nature of each in relation to the other. There is 
another word in Genesis 2:18 concerning the 
woman which is frequently overlooked but is vital 


in this connection: “And Jehovah God said, It is 
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not good that man should be alone; I will make 
him a helpmeet for him.” (Margin, Revised Ver- 
sion: “I will make him one answering to him.’’) 
This indicates that the sexes are mutually comple- 
mentary each to the other; that the man is not com- 
plete without the woman, nor the woman without 
the man. Indicating, also, with imperative direct- 
ness that the relation is dual and never triple. 
Monogamy is constitutionally basic. Paul’s fa- 
mous argument concerning “ the seed” is seed, not 
seeds, as a basis for blessing applies here. The 
divine purpose in creation is revealed in the male, 
not males, and in the female, not females. That 
is, there is no contemplated polygamy in the crea- 
tion of the sexes. Through the centuries after the 
creation, however, as a resultant of sin entering 
into the world and the consequent degradation of 
human life to a lower level, many modifications 
and perversions of the sacred monogamus sex rela- 
tion crept into human experience and became part 
of human history. Even the holy nation itself 
joined the pagan nations of the world in becoming 
sinners in this respect. The patriarchs were 
polygamists. Plurality of wives, prostitution, and 
moral corruption, are revealed, some of them in 
unspeakable stories. Some of these lower levels 
crept into the legislation by which Israel was gov- 
erned under and after Moses. But this legislation 
was concession and not commandment. That is to 
say, God never approved anywhere in the Old 
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Testament any departure from the Genesis con- 
ception of one man and one woman in a monog- 
amous marriage relation. 

Thus, when the Lord Jesus came to speak on this 
subject, He swept aside all human explanation of 
and excrescences upon this command and returned 
to the original and constitutional basis of the sex 
relation. ‘And there came unto him Pharisees, 
and asked Him: ‘Is it lawful for a man to put 
away his wife?’ trying him. And He answered 
and said unto them: ‘ What did Moses command 
you?’ And they said: ‘ Moses suffered to write 
a bill of divorcement, and to put her away.’ But 
Jesus said unto them: ‘For your hardness of 
heart, he wrote you this commandment. But from 
the beginning of the creation, male and female 
made he them. For this cause shall a man leave 
his father and mother, and shall cleave to his wife; 
and the twain shall become one flesh; so that they 
are no more twain, but one flesh. What, therefore, 
God hath joined together, let not man put asun- 
der.” ”’—Mark 10:2-9. It would appear, there- 
fore, that all departures of every sort from this 
law in its enforcement are either physical and 
moral crimes or concessions made to weakness, 
which concessions are not approved by God as the 
basis of such relationships. Marriage relation, 
therefore, is so constituted as to safeguard the so- 
cial virtues and to establish the security and purity 
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of the home and to make the family the unit and 
source of social virtue. 


AN OPEN RELATION 

Let it be understood in the very beginning that 
all secret sex relations are wrong. They are all 
wrong. Even secret marriages are wrong, entail- 
ing too many dangerous temptations and _possibili- 
ties of evil. The marriage relation is held in 
honour by God and by all men. In the open mar- 
riage relation there is no reproach or suggestion of 
shame. The intimacies of life for which the mar- 
riage relation stands are under the proper sanction 
of law, divine and human; a glory and not a shame. 
They make for order and not confusion in the so- 
cial body. Therefore not all, nor any, of the soph- 
istries or arguments employed by men who wish 
to violate the Seventh Commandment can ever 
make secrecy right. What a vast amount of folly 
there is, not to say stupidity and rank hypocrisy 
in the poor excuses men and women give for rela- 
tionships that are wrong and therefore must be hid- 
den or kept under cover. Some poor, silly woman 
imagines herself misunderstood by her husband, or 
her family, in a perfectly legitimate relation. 
Some man discovers an affinity for whose sake he 
becomes willing to lay down every shred of honour, 
disregard the most sacred of all human contracts 
and violate the rights and privileges of one who 
upon his solicitation has attached herself to him. 
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Some poor sentimentalist cries that love has come 
too late. 

There. is widely accepted in America to-day, 
also, a theory as harmful as it is pernicious, as 
false as it is popular, that engagement is equivalent 
to marriage and therefore that engagement carries 
with it the sex privileges of the marriage relation. 
Men and women who declare themselves not ready 
to marry on economic grounds; unable to marry 
because of the opposition of family; or the condi- 
tion of health, will undertake to exercise all the 
privileges of the marriage relation, vainly imagin- 
ing they do not sin. Plainly does God’s Word de- 
scribe them in one famous passage: ‘‘ The people 
sat down to eat and drink; they rose up to play.” 
But for all that, the wrath of God blazed upon 
them and His anger was keenly visited upon them. 
Any relation, or any circumstances, that would 
bring shame into the full light of public knowledge 
is sin. Be sure of that. For, right sex relation 
has the sanction of God and the full approval of 
mankind. Marriage is the first human institution 
approved of God, It has been maintained by Him 
in its integrity through all the changing vicissi- 
tudes of human history in all nations. Even where 
God has been forgotten, the marriage relation has 
been maintained under the sanction of God for all 
peoples, and mankind has universally approved it. 
Paul declares in the thirteenth chapter of He- 
brews: “ Marriage is honourable in all.” There 
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ean, therefore, be no occasion for secrecy or shame 
except in sin. Sin revealed the nakedness and 
shame of Adam and Eve and sent them into hid- 
ing. Marriage based upon sex relations beginning 
before marriage is never fully happy and leaves it- 
self always liable to jealousy, suspicion, regret, 
shame and disaster. 


MARRIAGE PERMANENT 

Therefore the relationship must be entered into 
with due consideration. There are dangers and 
frequent sin in relations between men and women 
born out of impulse or passion. The most serious 
and responsible relationships in life are those aris- 
ing out of voluntary contract. The most serious, 
responsible and far-reaching in its obligations of all 
voluntary human contracts, is that which men and 
women enter into in marriage. They take their 
vows in the sight of God and human witnesses. 
They bind themselves by oath which when taken is 
understood to be binding and inviolable. They 
pledge themselves to constancy, permanency, and 
mutual purity, as the basis of the vows which they 
take and the relationship into which they enter. It 
is understood by each, also, that the contract un- 
derlying any pure and voluntary marriage relation 
involves children, homes, society, the State itself. 
So that the man or woman who once enters into 
the marriage relation and then violates it by an 
extra marriage sex relation has laid his hand on 
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the foundations of the most sacred things in human 
life and has become the partner of the greatest 
moral and social crime possible to be committed. 

The disintegrating character of wrong sex rela- 
tions is indicated by our terms “ French morals,” 
which are always understood to center around a 
misuse of wine and women, and that other phrase, 
“Latin American Standards,” by which we usually 
indicate the loose tone of sex morals in the Latin 
world. 


DIVORCE IS ADULTERY 

But I imagine someone saying, as the disciples 
said to Jesus: “ If the case of a man be so, it were 
better for him not to marry at all.” If he has 
made a mistake in his initial choice and having 
pledged himself to a contract which he finds im- 
possible to fulfill, is there no recourse, no remedy, 
no relief? Let it be said definitely and distinctly, 
there can be no severance of those ties. No divorce 
is possible apart from sin. The mutuality of the 
marriage contract makes it permanent. But this 
contract of marriage is more than a mutual con- 
tract, so that if both parties to the contract consent 
to the dissolution, there are yet other accounts to 
be taken. Society has been a partner in this con- 
tract. Society has approved and recorded. Society 
has made honourable and given place to this mar- 
riage contract. Even when we have finished deal- 
ing with the individuals to the contract and society, 
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still there is a fourth witness and partner to the 
marriage contract. God must be taken into ac- 
count, and He declares: ‘“ What God has joined 
together, let no man put asunder.” 

Some years ago, in the City of New York, there 
was a wealthy woman who left her home and her 
husband to become the companion of a plumber 
who had worked for some weeks in her home. The 
newspapers were filled with it. It was one of those 
nauseating tidbits of evil in which a morbid pub- 
lie delights—so was much read and discussed. 
The sequel of the elopement was found some 
months later when the millionairess and the 
plumber, who had defied the mandates of God and 
the integrity of society, were found dead by suicide 
in a cheap lodging-room. Pinned to the pillow of 
their bed was a note which said with a brevity 
which was yet all-embracing in its implications and 
applications, “ Society was right after all.” Cer- 
tainly society is right in frowning upon a loose sex 
relation, because back of society is the holy law 
of God and God is always right. 


THE BODY IS SACRED 
It is written in God’s Word: “ Ye are not your 
own, for ye are bought with a price.” “ Know ye 
not that your body is a temple of the Holy Ghost 
* * * Glorify God, therefore, in your mortal 
bodies, which are God’s.” It is also written in the 
Word of God that “ The wife has not power over 
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her own body, but the husband, and likewise the 
husband has not power over his own body but the 
wife.” _There is, therefore, in marriage a mutual 
surrender, complete, embracing the utmost possible 
intimacies, so that the two became in a vital sense 
one. 

But here is the thing that I would impress upon 
you. The right of mutual possession and control 
antedates marriage. Not alone must the man and 
woman who are married maintain their purity and 
integrity after marriage, but it is their bounden 
duty in anticipation of marriage to maintain an 
unsullied virtue. Virtue, purity, chastity, are es- 
sential treasures given youth in trust. They are 
theirs to be delivered to another at the marriage 
altar, and no man or woman has a right to sur- 
render these treasures to any other than to the hus- 
band or wife upon entrance into the marriage rela- 
tion. Therefore, their possession requires a con- 
trol of the lower by the higher nature, the domi- 
nance of the physical by the spiritual. Now 
Satan’s effort ever is to take the natural appetites 
and to make them carnal; to debase and degrade 
them; to give them right of way so that they may 
with impunity crowd the finer sensibilities out of 
the way, for in human life the carnal wars against 
the spiritual. These two are set against each 
other It is not simply the carnal action against 
the spiritual action, but the carnal thought and de- 
sire against the spiritual thought and desire. It is 


THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT iil 


this principle that Jesus reads into the command- 
ment against adultery. He carries the sin into the 
realm of thought and desire. 

I would that men everywhere would consider 
seriously the implications which grow out of this 
interpretation of the Lord Jesus, Marriage can 
have only one basis and also only one object. Its 
basis is the perfect purity of love—not lust. Its 
object, the begetting and bearing of children. Per- 
haps there is no blight on our social body so preva- 
lent or so little regarded as that of childless mar- 
riages. Strong men, perfectly healthy women, are 
married and live in this holy relation and yet year 
after year there are no children. Tampering with 
the mainsprings of virtue and of life! This can be 
nothing else than legalized concubinage. I would 
have no word of censure for those women who have 
motherhood in their hearts but are denied by divine 
withholding, or by accident of nature, from the 
bearing and rearing of their own children. But 
against that practice of marriage with a deliberate 
purpose of pleasure without children, I cannot pro- 
test too strongly. God will not hold such guilt- 
less. “‘ They that sow to the flesh, shall of the flesh 
reap corruption.” Such a sin is hardly short in 
heinousness to that other sin which drives a man 
to abolish the monogamy of sex relations, or a 
woman to the wholesale surrender of her body. 
Such a man degrades his own body, befouls his own 
home and dishonours his God. 
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THE PENALTY IS DEATH 

The seriousness of violation of the Seventh Com- 
mandment is shown in the penalty God affixes. 
The adulterer, the adulteress, is to be put to death. 
Over and over again the prophets cry out against 
the violation of this commandment; wisely and 
truly pointing out the fact that the land staggers 
under the load of the guilt of the men who violate 
it. Where this sin is prevalent every sort of social 
and moral physical disorder has attended. We 
may well take warning, for our fair land is reeking 
with disorders resultant from this sin. It is a 
crime against God and man. An almost infinite 
variety of sicknesses follow upon and flow from 
the prevalence of this so-called social sin. Among 
them are insanity, blindness, deafness, various 
tubercular troubles, degeneracy, childlessness. In 
addition to all that, this Molech of lust lays toll 
upon the lives of 400,000 girls in America every 
year. They are caught as in the undertow of life’s 
tide, drawn out beyond their depths, plunged into 
a maelstrom of evil, and cast up upon the shore line 
of human history in the flotsam and jetsam of the 
ruin and the wreckage of humanity, broken, ruined, 
destroyed, dead and damned. 

Do not let anyone imagine that it is death fall- 
ing alone on the body. This is the sin that shuts 
the gate of God’s heaven in the face of the sinner. 
For it is written in God’s Word: “But for the 
fearful, and unbelieving, and abominable, and 
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murderers, and fornicators, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all liars, their part shall be in that 
lake that burneth with fire and brimstone; which 
is the second death.” And again it is written, 
“Without are the dogs, and the sorcerers, and the 
fornicators, and the murderers, and the idolaters, 
and every one that loveth and maketh a lie.” I 
speak to men as well as to women. There are not 
two standards of social virtue. God has not or- 
dained two. Man has no right to establish two. 
The very foundation of our life integrities and 
virtues cry out against two. Wherever there is a 
fallen woman there is a fallen man, and for every 
fallen man or woman there is an evil and disin- 
tegrating power blasting at the foundations upon 
which all social and domestic integrity are built. 
It should be borne in mind also with the gravest 
consideration that there is no recovery. This sin 
enters the very constitution of human life. It 
weakens the moral stamina. It implants itself and 
takes away from body, mind and spirit qualities 
that affect the whole being with its sin. By this 
sin holiest things are taken from the life. Some 
things are lost forever and can never be recovered. 
Be warned. “God is not mocked, whatsoever a 
man soweth, that also shall he reap. He that sow- 
eth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption.” 


DANGER 
If I were asked to list the dangers or mark the 
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snares and pitfalls along the highway of life for 
youth, I should find the task beyond my powers. 
There are some, however, that stand out with such 
flagrant boldness as to be well within the horizon 
of all who are willing to see. Chiefest among 
them is a present-day familiarity of conversation 
on matters that once were tabooed in good society, 
prevented alike by conventionalities and a distinct 
sense of modesty. Conventions have changed. 
The intimacies of life are no longer regarded as 
reason for a blush or embarrassment, and the 
young men and women discuss with perfect free- 
dom things which their mothers did not breathe 
aloud. Added to this familiarity of conversation 
is the familiarity of contact. Young women are 
crowded into the stores where behind counters they 
are manhandled in narrow passages till they lose 
the sense of personal purity in such contact. Our 
subways and street cars are so crowded that in the 
jam many a girl is set upon all sides until she loses 
any sense of personal propriety in her body. Then 
there is the question of dress; the exposure, the 
suggestiveness and open familiarity with all parts 
of the body occasioned by bathing suits and decol- 
leté dressing for so-called social functions. The 
modern dance with its close and familiar contact 
of body, its sensuous motions, set to the strain of 
sensuous music. In our colleges, biology classes 
are now made open forums in co-educational insti- 
tutions, where boys and girls in their late teens sit 
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to discuss the origins of life, and in their labora- 
tory work, together dissect those organs upon which 
God has put honour and secrecy at the same time, 
with the same open familiarity that they give to 
the dissection of a flower. I am told that there is 
a widespread college creed that the indulgence of 
all natural appetites is right because the appetites 
are natural. There has developed a strange disease 
among our youth, especially the college youth and 
high-school youth. It goes by the rather euphoni- 
ous strange name of “ fondling.” ‘“ Pawing over” 
would be a better term. Caressing, kissing, hug- 
ging, become familiar pastimes of many young men 
and women who should be put in straight-jackets 
until they learn some sense of decency and find 
some sense of modesty. 

There is a widespread philosophy, also, which 
makes engagement the equivalent of marriage and 
permits men to demand of their fiancées marriage 
privileges on the basis of an engagement promise. 
I have been told upon reliable authority, of one 
American city of 50,000 inhabitants in which 70 
per cent of the marriages occurring within two 
years were forced marriages. No wonder that 
since 1918 divorce has increased 61 per cent. 
Wealthy idleness, luxurious living, become prolific 
causes of sex irregularities and personal impuri- 
ties. The danger is not confined to youth. Men of 
fifty and women of forty with a resurgence of the 
paternal and maternal instincts at this critical time 


116 THE SEVENTH COMMANDMENT 


of their lives seem frequently to abandon all} re- 
straint and plunge themselves into orgies of in- 
dulgence which are enough to make the angels 
weep, or to invite the wrath of an outraged God. 


FORGIVENESS 

I have drawn you a dark picture, and a desper- 
ate picture, and I have said to you concerning this 
sin, there is no recovery. I spoke the truth. Bar- 
tered virtue can never be recovered, but with God 
there is forgiveness. With God there is provision 
made for life out of this death. One may be de- 
livered even from this dead body. The penalty of 
this sin has been paid in the broken body of Him 
who died on Calvary. Jesus Himself while on the 
earth demonstrated that fact when He forgave the 
woman brought to Him by the Pharisees. That 
woman who had been taken in the very act of adul- 
tery. Can you imagine such love, such compassion, 
such completeness of deliverance, that such as 
these who have laid violent hands upon every holy 
thing in human life, who have undermined the 
home and digged about the roots of the national 
tree of life, and sowed in their own bodies the seeds 
of eternal death and corruption; that these should 
be forgiven, washed from their sins, permitted a 
new chance, reinforced for a new conflict with 
evil? And all this in the face of the fact that 
every sinner of this sort knows that any new effort 
in his own strength would end as disastrously as 
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the old effort for purity ended. I do not wonder 
that the woman whom I led to Christ, who, guilty 
of this sin, bereft of her confidence even to look her 
fellows in the face, when she came to see that 
Christ had made her free, given her a new chance, 
lifted her out of the miry clay and set her feet on 
a rock; I do not wonder, I say, that she broke into 
laughter and song. Truly the bitterness of death 
was passed for her. She had found honey in place 
of the wormwood and the gall. Ashes had been 
taken away and oil poured upon her head. The 
weeping of the night was gone and the joy of a 
new day which should never dim nor end had come 
in its stead. 

I am glad also with an inexpressible joy to tell 
you that there is not only forgiveness with the 
Lord, but there is power in Christ to keep you 
when you are tempted and your enemy is legion. 
For you who find yourself unable to resist the pres- 
sure of life, there is a power, an equipment, pre- 
pared for you, and your God promises you that: 
“No temptation shall overtake you but such as is 
common to man, for God will not permit you to be 
tempted beyond that you are able to bear. He will 
with every temptation provide also a way of escape 
that you may be able to bear it.” 

I commend to you the wisdom of that Baltimore 
girl who came to me once during the progress of 
a meeting held there, and said: “I am going to be 
tempted greatly beyond my power to resist, three 
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weeks from now. I wish to find Christ that He 
may empower me against sin and enable me to en- 
dure temptation.” And she said it with perfect 
honesty and sincerity in the presence of her lover 
who stood by her side. And when she had found 
Christ and the assurance of victory had come into 
her own heart, she turned to her lover and appealed 
to him to let the same divine life with its reinfore- 
ing tide of strength enter into his life, And when 
at last he had yielded, she went away not only with 
the assurance of victory over temptation, should it 
arise, but with the probable removal of temptation 
in the new life brought to herself and her man. 

So I invite you who are tempted and tried, 
who have fallen into sin, and who would dedi- 
cate yourselves to purity, I invite you with great 
confidence and assurance to open your hearts to 
Christ. Let Him come in. If you have sinned, 
He will forgive and cleanse you. If you are 
tempted, He will support and defend you. In any 
event, you will find in Him your all and in all. 
In Him every need will be supplied, the broken 
law satisfied, the perfect law kept. For He is the 
end of the law for righteousness to every one that 
believeth and in Him is life and peace and power. 
And you may have Him with all His fullness for 
the simple acceptance. 


VIII 
THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT 


“Thou shalt not steal.”—Exopus 20:15. 


OD authorizes and sanctions the private 
(3 ownership of property. Nothing can be 

more absolutely certain in the economy of 
the theocracy than this fact. Whether the right 
be considered as inherent or as acquired, neverthe- 
less, the right to have and to hold as one’s personal 
possession, property under the sanction of the laws 
of God, stands without dispute. I think there is 
far more involved in this statement than appears 
on the surface. The right of ownership and pos- 
session does not depend upon discovery, develop- 
ment or production. Over all and above all ques- 
tions of economic procedure stands the executive 
fiat of the Almighty King, creating title to prop- 
erty and providing for possession of such property 
as is held under his title. To those who still be 
lieve the Bible to be inspired of God and profitable 
for instruction, there can be no question of the 
divine grant under which the nations are fixed in 
their borders, and the nation is settled in its home- 
land with title to its possession guaranteed in per- 


petuity. When the nation is settled in its land He 
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assigns the tribes their places. It is true the tribes 
drew lots for their sections of Palestine. But there 
is a proverb which reveals the significance of that 
lot drawing, “ The lot is cast into the lap but the 
whole disposing thereof is of the Lord.” But the 
settlement of property under a divine grant is a 
far more personal matter than would appear from 
the grant of lands to nations, the nation, or the 
tribes. He settles certain persons upon certain 
portions of the land. Caleb is given Hebron as a 
reward for his faithful allegiance to the King. He 
holds it in fee from the King. Himself, and all 
his are subjects to the will of the King. Also as 
the Ruler of Israel, He provides for that nation 
laws for landowners and He fixes the conditions of 
entail. The Leviticus laws go so far as to forbid 
the transfer of a hereditary estate. A family 
which has been deprived of its possessions by 
fraud, by adversity, or by the failure of a natural 
heir, is to be reinstated in its possession. He car- 
ried that insistence in private ownership so far in 
the land of Israel that if a man died without a 
natural heir, his brother must marry his wife and 
the first born son of the second union must be 
called by the name of the deceased and inherit his 
father’s land. 

This commandment, “ Thou shalt not steal,” is 
proof positive of the divine sanction of private 
ownership of property. Without such ownership 
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there could be no theft. A community of goods by 
its possession in the hand of all cannot be stolen 
by any. For communism means joint ownership, 
joint heirship; and such heirship is the ownership 
of all by each. So in this commandment we face 
God again. Its violation is therefore a sin against 
God as well as a crime against the government of 
man, 
OWNERSHIP 

Now authority of land ownership arises from in- 
heritance, purchase, gift or priority of settlement, 
as of land not before claimed or occupied. Owner- 
ship naturally and necessarily gives right of posses- 
sion or control. But there may be ownership with- 
out possession. Equally apparent is it there may 
be possession without ownership. It is possession 
without ownership which God forbids in the Eighth 
Commandment. 


VARIETIES OF THEFT 

There are three ways of violating this law: 

seizure, fraud and interference, or damage to 
property. 

SEIZURE 

This is the direct taking of another’s property, 

either by violence, or in secrecy. Under this cata- 

log of deeds should be listed burglary, robbery, 

theft, and all that list of things that may be com- 

prehensively included in sneak-thieving and porch- 

climbing. It is a case of the hand in the till or 
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of small beginnings. The whole spirit and method 
in violent seizure of property is based on the 
philosophy of small beginnings. Man rarely be- 
comes a thief of big things at once. He takes what 
he can seize without exposure. He possesses him- 
self of what may be had without being missed by 
the owner. He borrows with intent to return, and 
all the time the philosophy of possession without 
ownership grows in its grip upon the thought and 
its paralyzing effect upon the conscience. Some 
years ago I was privileged to hold a mission in 
one of the foremost Southern colleges. During the 
progress of that mission there was a needed search- 
ing of heart, and more than one outstanding case 
of restitution made under powerful spiritual im- 
pulse. One case in point stands out in memory. 
There was a boy in the freshman or sophomore 
year of college who came to my room to unburden 
himself. He had for four years prior to his en- 
trance into college been employed in a bank. Upon 
entering college some months before he had been 
honourably discharged from his position, given 
a good character and sent away in good standing. 
He came in, however, to confess to me and finally 
went home and confessed to his former employers, 
that from the time he entered the bank, during the 
four years of his employment there, he had been a 
petty thief of dimes, quarters and dollars, until the 
whole had amounted to more than $500. He had 
thought nothing of it until faced with his responsi- 
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bility to God in the adjustment of all his life 
relations. 

‘There are many other directions, little taken ac- 
count of, in which this law is violated. Land line 
disputes and lawsuits arising from such disputes. 
Stealing may be done by due process of law through 
the exercise of powerful and pernicious influences, 
the suborning of witnesses, the misrepresentation 
of facts, the forging of deeds, etc. The law may 
be violated by wills and in the administration of 
estates. An heir may bring to bear an unfavour- 
able influence upon a kinsman, or a friend, so that 
in the making of his will other heirs are discrimi- 
nated against. Upon this kind of thievery hinge 
many other evils: estrangement, bitterness, even 
murder itself. Families are disrupted, communi- 
ties are set in factions. 

One who borrows money without the intention, 
or the ability, to repay, is a thief. Shakespeare 
was wise and right in writing: “ Neither a bor- 
rower nor a lender be; for borrowing doth dull the 
edge of industry.” It also dulls the edge of con- 
science, 

The making of bills, the purchase of goods for 
which there is no present prospect of payment, or 
in the purchase of which there is slight sense of 
obligation for payment comes under the category 
of thievery. The boy or girl in school who wastes 
his, or her, time idling, pleasure seeking, when 
school duties imperatively demand attention, while 


124 THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT 


they receive money from home for their support in 
study, is nothing better than a common thief. 

The underlying principle in thieving is idleness. 
The effort to live without your own labour; to sup- 
port life at the expense of another life. It is, 
therefore, fundamentally a question of dealing with 
life itself. 


FRAUD 

‘Under the head of fraud comes all those manipu- 
lations by which the laws of the land are evaded. 
Legal casuistry has always been unscrupulous. It 
was said among the Jews at the time of Christ that 
no man was worthy to be called a lawyer who could 
not evade the law. That was a philosophy of evil 
which has outlived the centuries and overlapped 
the boundaries of race and nation. One of the out 
standing crimes in American jurisprudence is the 
willingness of lawyers to enable clients to evade the 
laws. And numbers of lawyers are retained for 
that purpose. Perhaps the biggest sums paid for 
legal service in America are paid for counsel how 
to evade the laws. Take the whole realm of big 
business in which the rebate scandals occur. Busi- 
ness in restraint of trade. All those processes of 
law by which the small investor or tradesman is by 
eruel competition forced out of business. Mis- 
representation of goods, false advertising, the pad- 
ding of pay rolls and expense accounts, short 
weights and measures. There seems to be an al- 
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most infinite variety of directions in which this 
law can be, and is, evaded, or violated. Men need 
to have their consciences brought up clearly and 
sharply to these practices. It was done some years 
ago in a store of a friend of mine. An aged 
Negress came to purchase a bit of goods. She 
asked for woolen cloth. The young clerk with 
great plausibility assured her that the bolt of cloth 
which he laid before her was all wool, guaranteed 
to last a lifetime, and a full yard wide. The old 
Negress, who knew perfectly well by the feel of 
the cloth that it was largely cotton, listened to him 
for a while. Then quietly and in perfect courtesy 
lifted up her bony old finger toward the sky and 
looking him in the eye said: “ Young man, there 
is a God in heaven.” With that she left him and 
went her way. The rebuke was deserved. America 
needs to remember that the rebuke is true. God 
Himself voices it. “Be sure your sins will find 
you out.” “ We must all appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ to be judged of the deeds done 
in the body.” God has not abdicated. Moral law 
is still in force. The Ten Commandments cannot 
be repudiated without the decadence of all social 
and moral integrity. 

There is another form of thievery by fraud, that 
is, I fear, altogether commonly practised. I refer 
to stealing of pay for labour not rendered, that is 
commonly called “soldiering on the job”; or per 
contra, the stealing of labour without pay. It is 
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that attitude of the labourer toward the employer | 
that lets the labourer esteem lightly his obligation 
to his employer. It is that attitude of the em- 
ployer toward the labourer that permits him to 
esteem lightly his obligation to the labourer. 
There is a story of Mr. Spurgeon which will illus- 
trate what I mean. A housegirl had applied for 
membership in the Metropolitan Tabernacle. She 
did not give sufficient evidence of conversion to 
satisfy the pastor or his deacons. They were send- 
ing her away to wait further developments in her 
spiritual experience. As she passed out of the door 
Mr. Spurgeon called her back and said, “ Daugh- 
ter, is there no evidence of which you can think 
that would indicate to us a real change of heart 
for you?” To which she replied: “I do not 
know, Mr. Spurgeon, except that I now sweep 
under the mats and rugs in the house where I am 
employed.” Immediately the noted pastor said: 
“Tt is enough, we will receive you into our fel- 
lowship.” 

Closely attached to this form of thievery is that 
which permits men to build so that they can take 
advantage of a corporation; filching from the corpo- 
ration, or the government, making fraudulent sub- 
stitutes for materials in public buildings, or in the 
supply of governmental materials. A friend of 
mine has told me of a building contractor who had 
fallen into adverse circumstances in Brooklyn. He 
was finding it difficult to make ends meet and keep 
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wis business going. One day his brother-in-law, a 
man well established in business, gave him a con- 
tract for building him a residence. The material 
to be used was specified, the contract was accepted, 
with its specifications written in. But the con- 
tractor in keeping with his custom, a custom, by 
the way, which had cost him much of his trade, 
immediately proceeded to substitute an inferior 
material for that required by the contract. The 
laws of trade permitted him to filch even from his 
own. In due time the house was built, the contract 
was completed, and the keys were taken to the 
owner. He received them, and then handed to the 
builder a deed, saying to him: “J have had this 
house built for you and my sister, here is the deed 
to it as a present from me.” And so the man was 
made to realize for the first time that even here 
“whatsoever a man sows that shall he also reap.” 
Or in other words that dishonesty, defrauding, 
never enriches. To obtain money by false’ pre- 
tences is to put money into a bag with holes. IIl- 
gotten gains never bring permanent happiness. 
They are never secure. They are always violating 
the law of God. 

A familiar and popular form of fraudulent deal- 
ing is the selling of oil stock or wild-cat securities, 
by means of public flotations to filch from the in- 
nocent, the gullible, and the helpless their earnings 
who are persuaded to buy in the mistaken hope of 
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increasing their wealth. For all these things God 
will call into judgment. 
: INTERFERENCE OR DAMAGE 

Perhaps more subtle than either of the others 
is the casuistry of those who injure property and 
refuse to pay for it. It is a prevalent sin of reck- 
less automobile drivers. One is led to believe in 
the contemplation of this widespread disregard of 
the rights of ownership, that the time will come 
when the Government will require every driver of 
an automobile to be bonded. 

In this aspect of dishonesty may be classed 
gambling. Gambling is stealing. All the way 
from slot machines to race-track gambling. The 
throwing of the dice, the dealing of the cards, the 
staking of money on games, athletic events, and 
races. Gambling is stealing. It seeks to obtain 
money without due investment of time, labour, or 
capital. The gambler almost invariably risks on 
chance that which is not his own. Wife, children, 
dependent parents, are involved in his losses. 
They rarely share in his gains. It is a notorious 
fact that the gambling fraternity hold human life 
cheap, and by their own acknowledgment live on 
the borderland of the wilds of human life. Like 
Ishmael, their hand is against every man and every 
man’s hand is against them. 

Here, too, must be included thievery by fraudu- 
lent bank dealings, embezzlements, failures and 
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bankruptey proceedings. Any man or group of 
men who personally, or through their institutions, 
receive money in trust from others, in the face of 
a probable inability to safeguard deposits or to re- 
turn them upon demand, come immediately under 
condemnation for the violation of this law. 

To all these forms and varieties of dishonesty 
this timely injunction from the Word of God ap- 
plies: “Let him that stole, steal no more, but let 
him labour with his hands.” 


MAN STEALING 

I have purposely left to the last the most hein- 
ous offense against this commandment—man steal. 
ing. It is forbidden in the Scriptures under pen- 
alty of death. And God set His seal of disapproval 
against it more fully and effectively than He did 
against the violation of any of the laws He gave 
to His nation, the nation which was by its very con- 
stitution an example, a testimony to the world of 
the righteous ruling of a holy God. One asks, is 
this a present-day danger? The question hardly 
needs answer in the face of the ever-recurring fre- 
quency of newspaper accounts of kidnapping, peon- 
age and the white slave traffic. 


SLANDER 

A man’s name is himself. To rob him of his 
good name is fundamentally to violate the Eighth 
Commandment. Truly did Shakespeare write, 
“He who steals my purse, steals trash, but he who 
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filches from me my good name takes that which | 
does not him enrich but leaves me poor indeed.” 
To exert evil influences that lead a good man into 
sin; to set oneself by pernicious cajoleries and en- 
dearments, to rob a girl of her virtue; these, in- 
deed, are horrible examples of the depravity and 
depths of moral stupidity to which men sin in the 
violation of this law of God. I have a friend, a 
Christian minister now, who unveils the story of 
his own sinful days on this wise: “I was an 
orphan in a strange city, without friends. A boy 
who worked next me in the same store took me into 
his home. I became familiar as a member of the 
family. I called his mother, my mother. She 
gave me every kindness, every affection. In return 
I led her boy into sin, I made him a liar, a cheat, 
a drunkard, a profligate. I deceived him and his 
mother. I robbed that home of its brightest jewel. 
I broke his mother’s heart and wrecked his life. 
God has forgiven me. How can I ever forgive my- 
self?” That was robbery indeed! 

God calls the withholding of the tithe robbery. 
In Malachi 3:8-10 He brings this arraignment 
against His people: “ But ye say, wherein have 
we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are 
cursed with the curse; for ye rob me, even the 
whole nation. Bring ye the whole tithe into the 
storehouse.” One tenth of your income, if you be 
a man of God, belongs to Him. You have no right 
to use it for yourself or upon your own pleasure. 
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How dare you withhold from God that which is 
His or employ for yourself that which He requires 
for His service? 

My final word is that the violation of this law 
is to rob God of your life and to pervert it to the 
service of Satan. Everything in life depends upon 
the ownership and possession of yourself. In the 
very nature of the case none ever can own you. 
By creation, by redemption, by right of moral gov- 
ernment, God owns you, self and substance. You 
are not your own, you are redeemed not with silver 
and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ. 
What right have you to withhold yourself from 
God? What right to prostitute your powers, your 
energies, to Satan? Do you not know that “the 
wages of sin is death”; that the only return you 
ever get for serving Satan is separation from God 
and the eternal woes which attend that separation ? 
What will it profit if you gain the whole world in 
the service of Satan and lose your own soul 
thereby, or what will you give in exchange for 
your life when once you have spent it in the ser- 
vice of sin? You cannot buy back your day nor 
your opportunity. You cannot restore to God 
what you take from Him now. So this hour, I be- 
seech you, restore to God that which is His own. 
Consent no longer to Satan’s possession of God’s 
property. You are His. Yield yourself that He 
may both enrich and use you as He will do to His 
eternal glory. 


Ix 
THE NINTH COMMANDMENT 


“Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neighbour.” 
—Exopus 20:16. 


al HE integrity of all human relations is 
. based upon certain necessary and perma- 
nent foundations. The family is estab- 
lished and can be maintained only upon a basis of 
marriage and mutual respect between husband and 
wife, and reverence between parents and children. 
Sex relations, if not to be subversive of the whole 
social order, can be maintained only upon a basis 
of personal purity and social purity. Business is 
established and maintained upon a foundation of 
honesty, and there can be no business apart from 
this essential principle upon which all business 
must ultimately stand. 

All social relations depend upon truth between 
man and man, for upon truth depends all mutual 
trust, all engagements whether social, business or 
political, all contracts and agreements—whether 
between individuals, corporations or nations, all ac- 
counts in business, the whole system of credit, all 
betrothals and marriages, all government in its 
mutual relations between the governed and the gov- 


ernors. And all other human institutions depend 
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ultimately upon truth in the relations between men. 
Without this foundation there can be no confidence, 
no mutual dealing or relationships into which trust 
enters as an essential, Our very faith in God de 
pends upon our conviction of His truth. There 
can be no trust in God, no dependence upon His 
promises, no confidence in His Word apart from 
that conviction that He is essentially truth and that 
His Word is true. 

Therefore, it will appear that truth is a matter 
both of public and of private, or personal concern. 


FALSE WITNESSING UNDER OATH 
All human governments in the exercise of their 
office as protectors of all citizens and in the interest 
of all have the right to require the truth from all 
concerning each and from each concerning all. 
Out of this paternal relation comes naturally and 
necessarily the right and privilege of government 
to summon witnesses and put them upon oath, to 
give testimony in any case in which the public weal 
is concerned or in which the private interests of 
individuals are put in jeopardy. The government 
equally has a right to demand that no ties of self- 
interest, of personal kinship, can be permitted to 
militate against this obligation to tell the truth in 
every occasion in which the government on behalf 
of its citizens is interested. The things involved 
are too serious to permit any denial of this prin- 

ciple or any juggling with its obligations. 
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Human life itself is put in jeopardy in every 
trial for murder, for manslaughter, for arson, for 
rape, and for various other crimes. Easily, indeed, 
might ‘a witness under oath giving false testimony 
swear away the life of his fellow. He might be 
moved to such false witnessing by the desire to 
avenge the death of a kinsman or of a friend. He 
might through other fancied reasons or motives so 
pervert the truth as to bring in jeopardy the life 
of his fellow. 

The Mosaic law governing this false witnessing 
was in effect that whatever one thought to do to 
his fellow through perjury should be visited upon 
himself as penalty. The supreme crime of the cen- 
turies was committed when witnesses were sub- 
orned to swear away the life of the Lord Jesus. 
No commentary upon the perversion of the priest 
who sat in judgment upon Him in the house of 
Caiphas could be more complete or damning than 
this, that they sought for witnesses against Him 
and were willing to suborn men to perjure their 
souls in order that He might be condemned to 
death. And so they slew the holy and the just 
One. 

But not only is it a question in which life itself 
may be forfeited as a result of false swearing. 
Human property has often been taken away. Im- 
prisonment temporary or for life may result from 
the perversion of facts, the distortion of truth. 

Upon the strict adherence to truth in speech and 
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in action may depend the good name and standing 
of another among his fellows. I do not wish to 
bring forward by name a notorious case which has 
been much in the public mind during the last year 
or two; but to all familiar with the infamous suit 
in which the paternity of a child was brought in 
question, it can readily be seen that an oath taken 
in perjury and testimony given falsely might de- 
stroy the right of the child, not alone to a share 
in his father’s fortune, but to a standing among his 
fellows for all the years to come, without which he 
would be poorer than if deprived of the money in- 
volved in the ease. 

Newspapers, while not on oath, are still as pub- 
le institutions obligated to tell the truth about 
those whose names are published in their col- 
umns. They share the responsibility. Every editor 
who permits the publication of distorted facts, 
inuendoes, insinuations, and misrepresentations is 
guilty of a violation of this law against false wit- 
nesses. Because of the nature of his publication 
and the public character of journalism in general, 
such an editor is guilty of the violation of the law 
with that same guilt which would attach to the per- 
jury under oath. 

It should be borne in mind by all citizens re- 
quired to give returns of their property for pur- 
pose of taxation that in the provision for revenue 
to support the government, in the benefit of which 
every man’s neighbour is a part, there must be no 
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false swearing concerning tax returns. No man 
has a right to deprive his neighbour of the posses- 
sion of property or the just rewards of labour by 
false “witnessing. And everywhere in America 
to-day, perhaps in the world, men and women need 
to be solemnly warned that the violation of the 
marriage contract is not only a sex and social im- 
morality, but is an act of perjury as well, for the 
oath taken in the application for a license to wed 
covers the vows taken in the ceremony. This prin- 
ciple is recognized in breach of promise suits. The 
statesmen and diplomats, presidents and kings, am- 
bassadors and plenipotentiaries, consuls and con- 
ferees need to be advised that a light estimation 
of international relations, covenants, treaties and 
contracts brings them under liability for the viola- 
tion of this commandment, “ Thou shalt not bear 
false witness against thy neighbour.” And it 
should be borne seriously in mind that the guilt 
is not alone a public guilt for the nation whose 
representatives bear false witness, but it is a per- 
sonal guilt for those representatives who perjure 
themselves in the fancied interests of the nations 
they represent. The world will not soon recover 
from the moral shock under which it staggered 
when in 1914 Germany ruthlessly thrust aside her 
international agreements with Belgium, when one 
of her statesmen discredited and discarded the 
whole obligation as a scrap of paper. 

Politicians would be well advised did they come 
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to regard the people in some semblance of under- 
standing of the fact that the public demands of 
political parties that party platforms and pre-elec- 
tion promises shall be regarded with a sanctity and 
discharged with a faithfulness now rarely ex- 
perienced. 
LYING IS A PERSONAL LIABILITY 

But there are forms of personal lying quite as 
deadly as false swearing. An ancient proverb de- 
clares: ‘‘ The whisperer separateth chief friends.” 
How often some one comes to you in the guise or 
under the name of friendship and pours out vials 
of scandal with the injunction: “I don’t wish to 
be quoted.” Be warned. Any person who refuses 
you permission to quote, but who tells you a scan- 
dal is putting you under bond to compound a prob- 
able moral felony. The writer of an anonymous 
letter or the spreader of an anonymous scandal, is 
both morally a liar and a murderer. There is an 
old saying familiar to my youth that should apply 
to every such panderer of evil: “A dog who 
fetches a bone will carry a bone.” That is to say, 
the whisperer who brings you a reproach about 
your neighbour will bear a reproach from you to 
your neighbour. More friendships have been sev- 
ered, more estrangements established and made 
permanent by anonymous whisperers, perhaps, 
than by any other agency. Gossip garbage can col- 
lecting from the table of social intercourse is an 
evil thing in the earth. Slanderers are vultures of 
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virtue, while scandal mongers are hucksters of 
uncleanness. Perhaps all are familiar with the 
story of the experience of one girl. Her neighbour 
told the next neighbour that Mary had been out 
late the night before with John at a party. That 
neighbour repeated it to the next that Mary 
attended a party in a beer garden with John the 
night before and came home late. It was again re- 
peated that Mary and John had been seen drink- 
ing at a beer garden party and had arrived home 
long after midnight. When the final chapter of 
the story was written, it declared that both Mary 
and John, after a night of revelry in a beer garden, 
had been brought home just before day, both too 
drunk to know what they were doing. 

Under the catalogue of vices forbidden by this 
commandment are all the promises made to silly 
women by sinful men. Also the false advertise- 
ments of goods and misrepresentations of goods in 
sales. There are also included the libelling of pub- 
lic officials and ministers. Even equally repre- 
hensible are recommendations given without a just 
foundation and for or without a due regard to 
truth. There are men who have been known to 
write a recommendation in the presence of the ap- 
plicant therefor and to cancel it by telephone when 
the applicant had departed. 


LYING BY ACTING 
But there are other ways of bearing false wit- 
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ness than by speaking with the lips. There is a 
falsehood of action. One may lie by an act or an 
attitude. Perhaps no arraignment of the modern 
theatrical stage should be more severe than the fact 
that it sets forth lies in action to the detriment of 
public morals. Etymologically, hypocrisy is play- 
acting. We can hardly measure the evil produced 
in the minds of youth from those plays that set 
forth human relations under a guise of dissipation, 
dishonesty, disgraceful laxity of morals, the per- 
version of holy relations, and the disregard of all 
the moral obligations which as presented upon the 
stage more often turns out to the betterment of the 
parties involved than ‘o their hurt. 

Again, there is a false witnessing against one’s 
neighbour, when one’s profession as a Christian is 
not supported by a good confession of life so that 
one’s life as a Christian misrepresents God among 
men and may, therefore, lead to false estimates of 
the value and authority of the Gospel appeal and 
to false decisions under that appeal. 

In almost every college in this land, there are 
teachers who need to take heed to this command- 
ment. What right has a teacher to any teaching 
which undermines the faith of students? They 
need to beware of the rudiments of this world and 
of a philosophy which is both vain and deceitful. 
Every professed Christian whose life is not con- 
sistent with his profession, or whose teaching is not 
consistent with revelation, has foresworn himself 
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and is guilty of perjury. The most difficult man 
to win to faith in Christ is the man who must be 
won over the inconsistent life of an intimate 
friend, kinsman, or companion. When the twelve 
spies were sent by Moses into the land of promise, 
they brought back a report which told the facts as 
they were but interpreted them as they were not; 
and so it is written in the Word of God that they 
brought back an evil report of the land. 

In this country there are multitudes of professed 
Christians and goodly church members who remove 
from one city of residence to another and utterly 
refuse to transfer church membership, thus deny- 
ing all personal obligation in the new location, for 
the testimony which must be a vital part of their 
Christian faith and life. They give false im- 
pression of duty. They bear a false witness con- 
cerning Christ. They make themselves so far as 
influence goes an example utterly untrustworthy 
and untruthful. 


THE PENALTY FOR LYING 

There is a penalty for lying which is inevitable 
and inescapable. That penalty among men is the 
loss of confidence. Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote 
once that a lie is like a ball tossed by a child on to 
the floor; it rolled easily from one place to an- 
other and could not be confined to one situation; 
while truth is like a cube, always remaining in the 
position in which it is put. A little lad was asked 
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what is a lie, and said: “A lie is an abomination 
to God, but a very present help in time of trouble.” 
Many men there are who have acted on this philos- 
ophy in the vain hope that by juggling with the 
truth and perverting it, they might escape the im- 
mediate consequences, if not the permanent pen- 
alty, of wrong-doing. They have lied on a credit 
when they might have had the cash for the truth, 
only to find after a while that their credit had been 
overstrained and they could not be believed for any 
consideration whatever. We all know men whose 
one outstanding asset characteristic in life is the 
liability of being completely distrusted by their fel- 
lows. What sterner penalty could any community 
visit on any citizen than to refuse credence to his 
spoken word and deny confidence for his appeal to 
be believed ? 
THERE IS ALSO A PENALTY FROM GOD 

The fifteenth psalm is the description of a right- 
eous man. In response to the question: “‘ Lord, who 
shall abide in thy tabernacle? Who shall dwell in 
thy holy hill?” the answer is given: “He that 
walketh uprightly, and worketh righteousness, and 
speaketh the truth in his heart. He that back- 
biteth not with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his 
neighbour, nor taketh up a reproach against his 
neighbour. In whose eyes a vile person is con- 
demned, but who honoureth them that fear the 
Lord. He that sweareth to his own hurt, and 
changeth not. He that putteth not out his money 
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to usury, nor taketh reward against the innocent. . 
He that doeth these things shall never be moved.” 
In Prov. 12:22, we are taught that lying lips are 
an abomination to Jehovah; and in Rey. 21:27 
and 22:15, warning is given by the Holy Spirit 
that into the Celestial City “there shall nowise 
enter into it anything unclean or he that maketh 
an abomination and a lie, but only they that are 
written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.” And, again, 
“‘ Without are the dogs and the sorcerers, and the 
fornicators, and the murderers, and the idolators, 
and every one that loveth and maketh a lie.” 

There is an aspect to this whole question which 
is at least involved. God warns against speaking 
a lie, acting a lie, and living a lie. There is also 
abundant proof of the divine warning against be- 
lieving a lie. The terrible arraignment of the first 
chapter of Romans is against those who do not wish 
to know the truth, who are given up to believe a 
lie, and become participants in every abominable 
and foul thing. That is why this message reaches 
its real climax when I present Christ Jesus, the 
Lord, to you anew as the foundation of all in- 
tegrity, as the confidence in all hope, and as a basis 
of faith in all trust. He is the Truth. Not the 
truth teller alone. He is the faithful and the true 
witness, but far more than that. He is truth in- 
carnate. You may safely rest upon His Word. 
You may safely trust yourself to Him for time and 
eternity. 


THE NINTH COMMANDMENT 1438 


My father’s only brother was an infidel—arro- 
gant, self-sufficient, offensively presumptuous. He 
used to station himself at the door of the village 
church and dispute the minister’s message to the 
youth who came to hear. On one such occasion, 
when Dr. E. W. Warren, of Georgia, was preach- 
ing, this man was busy with his offensive opposi- 
tion. In passing, the saintly minister turned aside, 
walked over to him, thrust out his hand, and grasp- 
ing that of the infidel, said, “ My friend, you can- 
not afford to believe a lie.” He then passed on into 
the church and into his pulpit. That day when he 
had finished preaching, the man who had for many 
years withstood all gospel appeals, trembling, and 
with tears, before the congregation made this con- 
fession: “ Dr. Warren, I cannot afford to believe 
a lie, and I am convinced that I have believed a 
lie all my life through.” He brought his library 
of infidel literature into the streets and burned it. 
He completely reversed the whole course of life and 
spent the remainder of his life between a vain re- 
gret for the past and an effort to undo its evil 
effects, 

No! We cannot afford to believe a lie! And 
the le is to deny the Father and the Son. This is 
the Antichrist. Let us beware lest we believe that 
which vitiates all life’s influence here, denies all 
life’s highest hopes, and foredooms to a destiny of 
unutterable woe. 


x 
THE TENTH COMMANDMENT. 


“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house, thow shalt 
not covet thy neighbour’s wife, nor his manservant, nor his 
maidservant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor anything that is 
thy neighbour's.” —Ex. 20:17. 


ERE is the summation of all the com- 

H mandments with respect to the spiritual 

motive and nature which permits of their 
violation. 

In the First Commandment there is a summa- 
tion of all reasons for obedience to the moral law 
of the Decalogue: “I am Jehovah.” That is to 
say in the beginning of the ten laws which were 
to be the basis of the civil, social and moral govern- 
ment of Israel, The Nation, peculiar because of its 
relation to Jehovah and because of the illustrative 
character of its life among the nations, Jehovah 
God announces Himself as the source and standard 
of all law. Underlying all statutes requiring right- 
eousness is the personal character of the eternal 
God. The fundamental, essential, inescapable law 
governing all law is this from the lips and the life 
of Jehovah: “T am holy, be ye also holy.” The 
personal holiness of God is therefore the founda- 
tion upon which is based, and the standard by 


which is judged, all the laws by which men are 
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governed. Holiness of nature is the only founda- 
tion from which righteousness of action can flow. 
Therefore, since God is the only perfectly holy 
Person, He can be the only source of righteous ac- 
tion. Man’s righteousness approximates the Di- 
vine standard only in so far as man’s relation to 
the holy God approximates perfection. Therefore, 
the first law introduces itself to the ten laws with 
this reminder, “I am Jehovah thy God.” Power 
to keep the law inheres in the Person of God, that 
is, in His communicable Personality. There must 
be such a relation between God and His people as 
will permit this overflowing holiness of God through 
grace to permeate, purify and empower them. 

Thus Paul utterly repudiates his own ability, 
and that of all mankind to acquire righteousness 
from within himself, or themselves: “ For I know 
that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwelleth no good 
thing: for to will is present with me, but to do that 
which is good is not. For the good which I would 
I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I 
practise.’—Rom. 7:18-19. Elsewhere he had 
written, “'To be carnally minded is death, for the 
carnal man is not subject to the law of God neither 
indeed can it be.” 

He also repudiates utterly any righteousness 
which he might have from within himself as ut- 
terly worthless—Phil. 3:8 ff. “ Yea verily, and 
I count all things to be loss for the excellency of 
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom 
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TI suffered the loss of all things, and do count them 
but refuse, that I may win Christ, and be found in 
him, not having a righteousness of mine own, even 
that which is of the law, but that which is through 
faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from 
God by faith.” 

Furthermore, he declares that all righteousness 
has its source in God, through the one mediator be- 
tween God and man.—Gal. 2:20-21. “I have 
been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I 
that live, but Christ liveth in me: and that life 
which I now live in the flesh I live in faith, the 
faith which is in the Son of God, who loved me, and 
gave himself up for me. I do not make void the 
grace of God: for if righteousness is through the 
law, then Christ died for nought.” 

No adequate contemplation of these great argu- 
ments of Paul can leave us anywhere else than 
where we began, namely, that God is in Himself, 
alone, the foundation and source of all holiness and 
its consequent righteousness. Man must find his 
ability to keep the law and his willingness to keep 
it, in a right personal relation to the eternal God 
whose holiness is the source of law and the reason 
thereof. 

As we have in the First Commandment all the 
reasons for observing the law, so we have in the 
Tenth Commandment the summation of all the 
reasons for violating the ten laws. Thus Paul, 
speaking as the representative man in Romans 
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7:7 ff. asks and answers this question: ‘“ What 
shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. 
Howbeit, I had not known sin, except through the 
law: for I had not known coveting, except the law 
had said, Thou shalt not covet: but sin, finding oc- 
casion, wrought in me through the commandment 
all manner of coveting: for apart from the law sin 
is dead. And I was alive apart from the law once: 
but when the commandment came, sin revived, and 
I died; and the commandment, which was unto 
life, this I found to be unto death: for sin, finding 
occasion, through the commandment beguiled me, 
and through it slew me.” That is, as all holiness 
proceeds out of the holy nature of God, so all sin 
proceeds out of the sinful nature of man. There- 
fore this law is given for a threefold purpose. It 
is prohibitory, disciplinary, and punitive. 

It is prohibitory of what man is. No one can 
face this law without an immediate sense of moral 
failure. He must cry from within his own con- 
sciousness of that failure, “ Wretched man that I 
am, who shall deliver me out of the body of this 
death?” There is an inner consciousness in every 
man’s life that he falls short of the glory of God. 
Even when he says to himself concerning the social 
laws which relate him to his fellow-man, “ All 
these have I kept from my youth up,” he will still 
be crying out of the depths of a great despair, 
“ What lack I yet that I may inherit eternal 
life ?”’ 
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It is disciplinary. For man facing his failure, 
retreating from one position, in which sin over- 
powers-and puts him down, to another in which re- 
viving hope encourages him to try for moral se- 
curity again, only to be defeated and driven to 
another position, must come more and more to 
realize the futility of all his own efforts to provide 
or maintain a righteousness satisfactory to God or 
to himself. Thus, step by step from carnal spirit 
to carnal deed, he is driven back from the con- 
sciousness of his sin, of his moral bankruptcy to 
God and his foundation of holiness. Surely a 
man who comes to understand the real relation of 
his life to God must be led sooner or later to say, 
“By grace are we saved, through faith, and that 
not of ourselves, it is the gift of God.” Thus, 
Wesley writes: 


“Plenteous grace with Thee is found, 

Grace to cover all my sin; 

Let the healing streams abound, 

Make me, keep me, pure within. 

Thou of life the fountain art, 

Freely let me drink of Thee; 

Spring Thou up within my heart, 

Rise to all eternity.” 
And thus Paul again, ‘“ The law is a schoolmaster 
leading us to Christ.” It is the law confessing 
its inability. The law does create within us a sense 
of sin and a demand for holiness, but like the 
schoolmaster whose own knowledge and ability are 
limited, so the law must ultimately say to the sin- 


ner, “I have taken you as far as I can. There is 
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another Master to whom you must go. I must de- 
crease while He increases.” It is thus we come 
through a miracle of mercy to a consciousness that 
“ There is therefore now no condemnation to them 
that are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit 
of life in Christ Jesus made me free from the law 
of sin and of death. For what the law could not 
do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God, 
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh 
and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh: that the 
ordinance of the law might be fulfilled in us, who 
walk not after the flesh but after the spirit.”— 
Rom, 8: 1-4. 

But this law is also punitive, “ For the wages of 
sin is death.” Life comes only as a free gift of 
God. “For they that are after the flesh do mind 
the things of the flesh; but they that are after the 
Spirit the things of the Spirit. For the mind of 
the flesh is death; but the mind of the Spirit is life 
and peace: because the mind of the flesh is enmity 
against God; for it is not subject to the law of 
God, neither indeed can it be: and they that are 
in the flesh cannot please God.” 

So any adequate consideration of this text will 
involve and bring within its scope, the reign of 
law; the range of lust; the ruin of license. 


THE REIGN OF LAW 
Always men are confronted with this dilemma; 
moral law which is righteousness, or moral anarchy 
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which is sin. Sin is complete in its attitude and 
in its purpose. That is to say, a sinful deed which 
may seem trivial in its nature and result, yet has 
in itself, because it is sin, all the elements of re- 
bellion against God and the purpose to dethrone 
God and enthrone Satan in the universe. That is 
the purpose of lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 
Consider the hideousness, the unspeakable horror 
of the thing when sin proposes to give Satan the 
reigns of government, to make him indeed, as he 
is by claim, the God of this world. Revelation 
points us to a time too fearful for us to contem- 
plate, when for a short period this thing will be 
done in the earth. Rev. 12:12 ff. “Woe for 
the earth and for the sea: because the devil is gone 
down unto you, having great wrath, knowing that 
he hath but a short time. And when the dragon 
saw that he was cast down to the earth, he perse- 
cuted the woman who brought forth the man child. 
‘And there were given to the woman the two wings 
of the great eagle, that she might fly into the wil- 
derness unto her place, where she is nourished for 
a time, and times, and half a time, from the face 
of the serpent. And the serpent cast out of his 
mouth after the woman water as a river, that he 
might cause her to be carried away by the stream. 
And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed 
up the river which the dragon cast out of his 
mouth, And the dragon waxed wroth with the 
woman, and went away to make war with the rest 
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of her seed, that keep the commandments of God, 
and hold the testimony of Jesus: and he stood upon 
the sand of the sea.” Again, I repeat, that that 
period will be in the great tribulation. Christ will 
be in heaven. The Holy Spirit will be in heaven. 
The church which is the Bride of Christ, will be 
in heaven, and the earth will be left to the tender 
mercies of the raging, disappointed, defeated and 
desperate devil who in his own ruin would pull 
down the temple of God’s order and destroy law, 
righteousness and truth from the earth. Therein 
Romans 1:18 ff. will be fulfilled. “For the 
wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hin- 
der the truth * * * because that knowing God, 
they glorified him not as God * * *. Profess- 
ing themselves to be wise, they became fools, and 
changed the glory of the incorruptible God for the 
likeness of an image * * *. Wherefore God 
gave them up in the lusts of their hearts unto 
uncleanness * * *, For this cause God gave 
them up unto vile passions * * *. And even 
as they refused to have God in their knowledge, 
God gave them up unto a reprobate mind, to do 
those things which are not fitting; being filled with 
all unrighteousness, wickedness, coveteousness, 
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, 
malignity; whisperers, backbiters, hateful to God, 
insolent, haughty, boastful, inventors of evil things, 
disobedient to parents, without understanding, 
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covenant-breakers, without natural affection, un- 
merciful: who, knowing the ordinance of God, that 
they who practise such things are worthy of death, 
not only do the same, but also consent with them 
that practise them.” 

But lawlessness is not simply a matter of deeds, 
it is a matter of spirit and of nature. Therefore, 
the reign of law is the rule of God, not alone in 
my conduct but in my desires, motives, impulses. 
I do what I do because I am what I am. Obedi- 
ence to law involves my nature and my ideals as 
well as my deeds. There is no neutrality of spirit 
or mind or allegiance possible. That is what Jesus 
meant when He said, “ He that is not with Me is 
against Me.” This commandment summing up 
the reasons for the violation of all law calls upon 
us to face this question: To whose cause do we 
lend ourselves, to that of God or to that of Satan? 
Into whose hands would we commit the reins of 
government for our lives, or of the moral universe ? 
Shall we contribute to the bringing about of condi- 
tions as described in Revelation 12, and quoted 
above, or shall we rather with all our energies, 
powers, and purposes seek to bring about the con- 
dition described in Revelation 21:1 ff. ‘And I 
saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first 
heaven and the first earth are passed away; and 
the sea is no more, And I saw the holy city, new 
Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
made ready as a bride adorned for her husband. 
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And I heard a great voice out of the throne saying, 
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he 
shall dwell with them, and they shall be his peo- 
ples, and God Himself shall be with them, and be 
their God: and He shall wipe away every tear from 
their eyes; and death shall be no more; neither 
shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain, any 
more; the first things are passed away. And he 
that sitteth on the throne said, Behold, I make all 
things new * * *. He that overcometh shall 
inherit these things; and I will be his God, and he 
shall be my Son.” 


THE RANGE OF LUST 

What is lust? Lust is the womb of desire out 
of which sin is born. Webster defines it as 
“strong, passionate, or inordinate desire: unlaw- 
ful or inordinate desire for carnal pleasures.” 
Now inordinate desire is desire not restricted or 
restrained by prescribed rules or bounds or con- 
siderations of right or reason, immoderate or ex- 
cessive; lacking order or regularity, not controlled 
or regulated.” To covet is to “have an inordinate 
or unlawful desire for; to lust after, to indulge 
or cherish extreme or unlawful desire. Coveteous- 
ness uses cupidity, which is an inordinate desire 
or greed for possession of wealth, avarice.” Only 
rarely is it used as a carnal affection, sexual love. 
These definitions will demonstrate the persistent 
presence of the inordinate element in lust. 
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The Tenth Commandment incorporates details 
which indicate a wide range of application. First: 
It forbids the inordinate desire for property. 
“Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house.” 
Second: It forbids the inordinate desire for the 
delights of love. “Thou shalt not covet thy neigh- 
bour’s wife.” Again it prohibits the inordinate 
desire for a high estate. ‘ Thou shalt not covet 
thy neighbour’s manservant, nor his maidservant.” 
Thus, the possession of a servant indicates a cer- 
tain social status over him who is unable to be 
served, but must labour with his own hands. 
Again, also, it is a provision against inordinate 
desire to possess another’s business for the sake of 
one’s personal profit or pleasure in coveting these, 
the instruments of his labour through which his 
profit or his wealth flow. Then as if to safeguard 
beyond the possibility of the details mentioned, the 
commandment sweeps the broad horizon of lustful 
eyes and sovereignly writes, “ Thou shalt not covet 
anything that is thy neighbour’s.” In whatever 
direction carnal nature directs carnal desire God 
says, “'Thou shalt not.” What a range there is 
to carnal desire. Gen. 6:3, ‘And Jehovah said, 
My Spirit shall not rule in man forever, for that 
in their going astray they are flesh, (A. R. V. 
margin.) Verse 5. “ And Jehovah saw that the 
wickedness of man was great in the earth, and 
that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart 
was only evil continually.” This solemn voice is 
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in depraved and carnal nature when he declares in 
Eccles, 2:10, “‘ Whatsoever mine eyes desired I 
kept not from them: I withheld not my heart from 
any joy, for my heart rejoiced because of all my 
labour; and this was my portion from all my 
labour. Then I looked on all the works that my 
hands had wrought, and on the labour that I had 
laboured to do: and, behold all was vanity and a 
striving after wind, and there was no profit under 
the sun.” But nowhere does the dreadful range of 
lust appear so fully as in that terrible catalog of 
the fruits of the flesh listed in the fifth chapter of 
Galatians, ‘ Now the works of the flesh are mani- 
fest, which are these, fornication, uncleanness, 
lasciviousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, 
jealousies, wraths, factions, divisions, parties, en- 
vyings, drunkenness, revellings, and such like: of 
which I forewarn you, that they who practise such 
things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.” 


THE RUIN OF LICENSE 

The whole question involved in this command- 
ment may perhaps be described as a conflict be- 
tween the principle of self-indulgence and the prin- 
ciple of self-control. Out of this conflict appears 
two great lessons. First: Self-indulgence is death. 
Its rule is certain disaster. The cross is the only 
way of safety. Self-denial is the only way of 
eternal life. Here is the principle involved. “ He 
that soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap cor- 
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ruption.” The hog at his trough, unrestrained in 
his appetite and indulgence is a nauseous spec- 
tacle. preparing himself for the slaughter. The 
same principles are involved in the millionaire in- 
dulging himself in every harmful and degrading 
desire to inevitable moral and physical disintegra- 
tion of his life. I suspect that history would amply 
demonstrate the fact that all the great nations of 
the world have fallen into decay through the lust 
for self-indulgence on the part of its citizens. In 
the youth of the nation a rugged people maintained 
its virtues. But struggle was succeeded by success. 
Poverty gave place to individual and national 
wealth and 
“Til fares the land to hastening ills a prey, 
Where wealth accumulates and men decay.” 

The epicurean feasts of Greece; the hot baths of 
Rome; the sensuous orgies of France under Louis 
XVI, all point the downward way of ease, self- 
indulgence and lust, to collapse. And what is true 
of the nations has been true of individuals. As 
Arthur Stringer sings: 

“T have thrown the throttle open and am tearing down God’s 
I have thrown it out to full-speed and no hand can hold me 
Tis my arm controls the engine, though Another owns the 

Tal 


But for once I’m in the open and the yardlights pass and 
pale! 


Green lights! Red lights! God has hung his signals out! 
Caution here! Danger ho! And what’s the man about! 
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°Tis true he owns the Engine, to do as he has done, 
But how about the Final Word—when he ends the run? 


So er siding on to junction point now I shall have my 
ay 5 

I have stopped to read no orders, but I take the right-of-way, 

Down the open grade I thunder and around the curve I swing, 

For By hand is on the throttle and my heart shall have its 
ing! 


Light lost! Life lost! Flag, O flag the others back! 
Switch the wreck! Ditch the wreck! Dare any block God’s 
There oe into the Terminal the man who had his day, 
But I wonder, O my soul, just what His God will say.” 

The final lesson, however, is that there is no self- 
control apart from God-control. The Tenth Com- 
mandment is God’s demand that man shall put the 
reins of the government of his life into the hands 
of God. Man’s nature can only be cleansed by 
turning in the deep river of God’s grace and holi- 
ness. When He comes in foul desires disappear. 
Immoral purposes cease to ripen. Unholy desires 
are brought under restraint. The final fruit of the 
Holy Spirit in the life of an individual is self- 
control through God-control. Read once again the 
beautiful and glorious catalog of the fruits of the 
Spirit listed in Gal. 5: 22, “ The fruit of the Spirit 
is love, joy, peace, long-suffering, kindness, good- 
ness, faithfulness, meekness, self-control: against 
such there is no law.” 

The world knows the story of the conversion of 
Jerry McAuley, poor broken “ bum,” so low that 
even the dives of the metropolitan district of New 
York City would give him no place. With his poor 
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life in the hands of Satan, stripped of all his virtue, — 
one night he staggered, stumbled, into a dive and 
sat down upon the head of an upturned beer keg. 
As he sat down he felt himself reeling and falling. 
Out of the great everywhere of God’s merey came 
into his heart a purpose. He said to himself, “I 
am falling, but if I fall I shall fall toward the 
Cross.” He did fall and lay in a drunken stupor 
for hours. But when he got up the indelible mes- 
sage written by the finger of God upon his long 
seared but suddenly sensitive conscience came be- 
fore his mind, and he said to himself as he 
crawled up on his hands and knees, “ As I get up 
I shall get up toward the Cross.” While the grace 
of God even might not restore the wasted years, so 
perfectly had God restored his chance and com- 
municated to him a new life that all the world 
came to know that where sin had abounded grace 
did much more abound. And the testimony of 
Jerry McAuley’s faith, life, purity and service, has 
gone out to the ends of the earth. He had known 
God to the end that he might serve Him and make 
Him known. 

Years ago I spoke in a girls’ college in the South, 
and at the close of my message said to the group 
of unusually bright and responsive young women: 
“This morning God is asking you to put the reins 
of the government of your lives into His hands. 
What will your answer be?” Eighteen years later 
I stood before another group of girls in a State 
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far distant from the first and made a similar ap- 
peal. Imagine my surprise and delight when the 
leader of that group, now a woman in mature life 
and occupying a high office, and exercising a great 
influence for good, stood in their midst and said: 
“Years ago I sat with a group of girls when this 
same minister gave to us this same challenging in- 
vitation from God. My heart responded, my 
choice was made that day, and all the years have 
proved the wisdom of that choice. He has led me 
by a strange way, by a path I neither could have 
known nor chosen, but He has brought me safely on 
to great joy and the privilege of great service. I 
commend the choice to you.” 

So do I as my last word in this series of studies 
of the Ten Laws commend to you the supreme wis- 
dom of putting now definitely, finally, and fully, 
into the hands of God the reins of the government 
of your life. No otherwise can you keep His law. 
No otherwise can you miss the disasters of disobe- 
dience. No otherwise can you find the blessedness 
of a constant and daily walk with God than which 
there is no higher privilege possible to you. 
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